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The Hindi draft translation of the Preamble to the Constitution.
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Letter from Pandit Sunderlal who translated Constitution in Hindi to Dr. Rajendra Prasad, Chairman,
Constituent Assembly, wherein he mentions guidelines of Gandhiji regarding the translation of the Constitution, 10 December 1948.
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The expert Translation Committee at Council House, New Delhi on 22 January 1950 under the
Chairmanship of Shri G.S. Gupta for signing the Hindi translation of the Constitution of India.
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Pamphlet by Hindi lover from Punjab on the facility for sending telegrams in Hindi, 1953.



USE OF HINDI FOR OFFICIAL
PURPOSES

Commission to be set up before
Jan. 26

NEW DELHI, Dec. 13.
RESIDENT Rajendra Prasad
told a deputation of Mem-
bers of Parliament, that steps
were being taken to appoint a
Commissjon to make recommen-
dations to him, among other
things, on the question of the
progressive use of Hindl for offi-
cial purposes of the Indian
Union.,
' This was disclosed today by Seth
Govind Das, M.U.P., at a sympo-
sium organised by the Hindi Asso-
clation of Parliament.
Seth Goving Das, who is Presi-
dent of the Association had earlier,

along with 16 other M.UP.s met
the President, and submitted .a
memorandum.

The memorandum urged that _he
Commission, to be appointed under
Article 344 of the Constitution,
should comprise the “accrediteq 1e-
presentatives” of the various In-
dian languagées.

##*Article 344 envisages the con-
stitution of a Commission by the
President before the expiry of five
years from the commencement of
the Constitution.

Appointment of

Commission

The Commission, consisting of a
Chairman, and such other members
representing the different languages
specified in the Eighth Schedule.
would make recommendations to the
President, among other things, on
the question of the progressive ise
of Hindi for the official purposes of
the Union, and restrictions on the
use of English for all, or any of the
official purposes of the Union.

Pointing out that the Commis-
sion would have to be in existence
on Jan. 26, next (on which date the
five-year period stipulated in the
Article would expire), the memoran-
dum suggested that the Commission
might be appointed on that auspi-
cious day itself, and asked to sub-
mit its report on Aug. 15. next, at
the latest.

The memorandum was signed by
Seth Govind Das, President, Par-
liamentary Hindi Association, SRI
N. KESHAVAIENGAR. Her High-
ness Rajmata Kamalendu Mat:
Shah, Sri Balakrishna Sharma, Sri
N. V. Gadgil, Dr Choithram Gid-
wani, Dr Raghuvira, SRI A. K GO-
PALAN. Sri V. G. Deshpande, 3ri
S. N. Mazumdar. Sri M. S. Gupta.
SRI K. S. RAGHAVACHARI, Sri
R. S. Dinkar, Mr Amjad All, Sri M.
L. Dwivedi, SRI P. D. LAKSHMAY-
YA, and Sri S. S. Ansari.

Spread of Hindi

The Commission, the memoran-
dum said, might be asked to exa-
mine, besides the issues mentioned
in the Article, (a) the adequacv.
reasonableness, and popularity of
any steps taken by the Central or

State Governments for the enrich-
ment and spread of Hindi; (b) the
steps, if any. taken by any of the
State Governments for the adop-
tion of any regional language or
languages ag its official language,
and the results thereof; and (&)
the various implications of the tran-
sition from English to Indian lan-
guages, and, in the light thereof,
to suggest the steps and means e-
cessary toeffect this transition in
the appointed time without any re-
gional friction or undesirable ad-
ministrative consequences,

T fE & TRNT & FOY # G & & fov WU & Hgede 344 & gy
& ded afed 6T I aret 3T & FIU H FARRYT # GRS FIr

Newspaper Report regarding the Commission constituted for the propagation
of the Official Language under Article 344 of the Constitution.



Programme for the Development

and

Propagation of Hindi

1954

Ministry of Education — Government of India

The Constitution has set a limit of fifteen years after which
all work of the Central Government will have to be carried on in
Hindi instead of English. It will be appreciated that it is no
easy matter to substitute one State language by another. The
difficulty of the operation is all the greater in the circumstances
that face India. On the one hand, it is sought to replace an
established language like English by one which has not been
used for State administration till now. On the other, there
are major Indian languages, beside Hindi, and care has to be
taken to allay any suspicion that the development of Hindi may
in any way prejudice the growth and development of these

languages.

It was therefore necessary to chalk out a planned pro-
gramme so that when the time came after fifteen years to
replace English by Hindi, the change could be effected without
any hardship and with complete success. Of the measures
necessary for achieving this objective, the two most important
are to develop as rapidly as possible terms in science, technology
‘and administration to meet our national requirements and to
foster the spread of the language in areas where it is not the
mother tongue.

With this object in view, the Tducation Ministry has
planned to cover the fifteen year programme in three stages of
five years each. The programme of the first five years has been
planned as follows: —

(i) Preparation of Hindi technical terms. It is pro-
posed to complete the major portion of this work
during this period. It may be mentioned that
over sixteen thousand technical terms have been
considered and final lists are afready in several
sciences of which details are given in the body of
the Report.

{#i) A drive to make Hindi a compulsory subject in
Secondary Schools in all non-Hindi speaking
areas so that the next generation of educated
Indians may be Hindi knowing. It may be
mentioned that many States including Assam.
Bombay, Coorz, Hvderabad, Saurashtra and
Travancore-Cochin have already made Hindi
compulsory in the Secondary Stage.
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HOME MINTSTER'S REPLY TO DEBATH

New Dclhi, Vaisakha 16, 1885
ay €, 1%

= 1 Lal Bohadur, Union Homo Ministor, mads the following
h_ spuooh in the Rajya Sabhe teday in roply to tho dobate on tho
gy Noswsin =" orricio.l Languages Bills~
kasviic, _%/ "Sir, I somchow foul that I héve not much to aay as
Wero hos be.n goneral suppert lont to this Billy There has
’o 3 buun ¢ thcusht-provokmg ‘¢iscussicn and great restraint -
/%% glown in tho sposchos, ond T om thenkful to all the Mombors
Qvﬁ; of thx. Houss for supporting tlids mocsurce
\;s\s . Sir, 1'% is cloar that tho basic proposition that Hindi
should be tho cffieial lenpuage of tho Union, as providod in
S articlo 343(1), is generally ceecpbables In tho circunstances,
"Dp the only questicn, thot romains to be ccnasiderod is how to

. to thosc who dome from tho nonwHindi-spoaking aroas, I

implorent the change to Hindi.withcut causing any disturbance

peroonnlly think thoat wo will hav. to c.ﬂeﬁt a conatructive
approcel to this mattor.

On the che hand there will ﬂavc to bc toaching ond
loarning <f Hindi done on o gucd sealis In Govirmmont scrviccs
r.lulo, witheut introducticn of compulsion, we have té ersako
conditicns in which thi.se in s.rvico will wiils.nr_,-ly nd
voluntorily lo:rn Hindi, and bo propamc to fr.ll'.in line r{t
scme lator date whon wo c0 in a position o swifich over from
English to Hindi in accordance with the provisions of the
Constitution.

Toq T & T R R GG & a1g dechrene et A A qgiey A GRI T 0 HI90T 1 I FA 3 e
ot et 3 Tl & O X 5T w6 guh Frieada 3 wecas TRE0T AT S A e § |

Excerpts taken from Shri Lal Bahadur Shastri's speech delivered after the concluding debate on
the Official Language in the Rajya Sabha or Upper House of the Parliament.
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MINISTRY OF LAW
(Legisiative Department)
New Delhi, the 1lth Muy, 1463/ Vaisakha 21, 1885 (Saka)
Th2 following Act of Purliament received the assent of the Pre-

sident on the 10th May, 1263 and is hereby published for general
information: —

THE OFFICIAL LANGUAGES ACT, 1963
No. 19 or 1963

[10th May, 1963]

An Act to provide for the languages which may be used for
the official purposes of the Union, for transaction of business
in Parliament, for Central and State Acts and for certain
purposes in High Courts,

Be it enacted by Parliament in the Fourteenth Year of the
Republic of India as follows:—

1. (1) This Act may be called the Official Languages Act, 1963. Short uitle

and com-

(2) Section 3 shall come into force on the 26th day of January, mence-
1965 and the remaining provisions of this Act shall come into force it
on such date as the Central Government may, by notification in the

Official Gazette, appoint and different dates may be appointed for
different provisions of this Act.

2. In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires,— Defissi-

(a) “appoinied day”, in relation to section 3, means the 26th vions
day of January, 1965 and in relation to any other provision of

this Act, means the day on which that provision comes into
force;

(b) “Hindi” means Hindi in Devanagari script.
191

T fRARTH, 1963 F1 TSUF F UFHIRE, 1 #AS 1963
Official Language Act, 1963 published in the Gazetteer, 11 May 1963.



& Y T qeETr § 2 gre, teke e wreRry
T & FT8RTLT 5@ &1 Yow T I |

ﬁmmem’nq‘?f T "Eisy 4 R, 848 FT
Rfr T TR T AT @ Ges-wwd T
-ﬁmﬁmwmmwmqﬁw%&
ngwfwmqmwéﬁwmﬂﬁ
e& AT WY gl o8 WA o BT @7 IS a0
ﬁtwrﬁm~mﬁwrdﬁﬁtmm-vﬁmm‘qq
ST # GATE 3 | @RI /8, 848 @ T emrlr
wm%ﬁwmmw&wﬁww
Wﬂﬁww%luﬁwﬁwﬁmmmﬂ%ﬁ'
mwﬁmﬂmﬁﬁqmﬁmmlmmw
mwwﬁmww-qﬁﬁwﬁmmﬁr
¥ | REET & SETTTT § T WA 9 TSN ST A
e & TR T BT 9T | ST Pota o7 e a
ot weTR aré, 5% gx T oA 1
Mrmq%wﬁmmﬁmqifwm@ﬁ
%ﬁﬁaﬁ'wﬂﬁﬁﬁiﬁwﬂﬁw t
w9 77 & R & g wie-RETT 71 AT ST aThe
mmmm—wmﬂéﬂmlwﬁm
a—wnTwwﬂamﬁ'mwaﬁﬁ?rﬂTW .
T T o 7T % SR-TIOTT AT 9T F T € 4 17
T & IR T T O &, quAT iy 95 W € aF 96
FIOOTT &7 o9 T ATRE | 7= e Rer e
Su-afrRet &7 3T 9rfR It v e & T vegat
 FT aERA FOI
& mHas T § FeT T ST 59 FT ST
T & TR T giaTE &1 SgeReT @1 w1 ey e-ha
T SE-ETE ¥ 5% T T ol 39 wTH T e W |
T TR-TAR AR WA Fe 3 35 TN & AN #F WAR B T &9 & AU 24 S 1964 B
TS FeEdR FAfe & PRGN o B 11 o 1964 M G do Y Frdaer an 3 |

Extracts from the Meeting of the Advisory Committee, held on 11 July 1964. This Committee was
constituted on 24 June 1964 for the propagation and implementation of Hindi usage in the Government.
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Official Memorandum promulgating the publication of the Gazetteer in both Hindi and English, 19 August 1968.
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Extracts from the proceedings of the meeting held under the Chairmanship of Ramdhari Singh ‘Dinkar" Hindi Advisor to the Government of India on 30 May 1970.
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Official memorandum relating to the Constitution of Official Language Implementation Committee in non-Hindi speaking areas of the country, 30 December 1972.
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RESERVE BANK OF INDIA
CENTRAL OFFICE
DEPARTMENT OF BANKING OPERATIONS
AND DEVEL OPMENT

BOMBAY 400001

May 22, 1976

59 /C.486-76 Jyaistha 1,1898(S)

All public sector banks

Dear Sir,

Signature in Hindi on
official documents

4s you are aware, the officers
and staff of banks have been permi-
tted to sign official documents in
Hindi, if they so desire, subject to
the stipulation that in case the
document is of a financial nature,
they must sign in only one script.

vide Home Ministry's 0.M.No,£.11015/

27/72-0L dated 8th February 1973
forwarded to you under cover of our
circular letter DBOD.No,GCS.BC,39/
C+486-73 dated 23rd April 1973), We
shall be glad if you will please let
us know whether the instrictions asg
above have been circulated to all
concerned and brought into force.

This may kindly be treated as
urgent,

Yours faithfully,

1
KT Busiam

Assistant Chief Officer.

dopt # RRE gae W IRFNIT T FTRIT grr By
A gEaEr & IgAfa @ w&9a =, e 22 7 1976

Letter allowing all Bank employees to record their signature in Hindi, 22 May 1976
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Notification regarding the rules of the Official Language, 28 June 1976.
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56th Amendment Bill of Constitution on authenticated version of Constitution.



