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SUBJECT.

mz’%« Bkl fodins Tt c B
s

Question XI (a).

Reply.

The Government of India have from time to time Eommunica-
ted with the Secretary c¢f State regarding the treatment of Bri-
tish Indians in the Transvaal and Natal. Full information on

~ the subject in reg!id to both Colonies up tc the beginning of

\f 1905 was given to this Council in‘Lord Curzon's speech in the
Budget Debate on the 29th of March 1905. Lord Curzon then sum-
marized the correspondence and described the action taken by the
Government of India up to that time. As that speech is accessi-
ble to Hon'ble Members, I need not repeat what Lord Curzon said.
The only addition I need make is to lay on the table a copy of

VV the despatch of the 26%h of July 1904 from the Secretary of State
for the Colonies to the Government of the Transvaal.

There has been correspondence with the Secretary of State
subsequent to 1904 on the same subject, but it cannot yet be made
public. :

‘ The Government of India have, however, consistently pur=-
;ﬂ/ sued the policy indicated by Lord Curzon, and have lost no oppor=-
tunity of pleading the cause and doing all ir th«ir power to pro=

tect the interests of British Indians in South Africa.

A reply to the Question raised by Nawab Bahadur Khwaja Salimullah
of Dac€a on the issues relating to the sufferings of Indians in
Transvaal and Natal, 18 January 1907
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Transvaal Indlan Mass Meetmg

AntisAsiatic Bill Denounced )

Chairman’s Conciliatory Speech

Concrete Suggestions

A

o Resolutlo\ns Passed

o

2

~

o
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[From our Transvaal Representative]

On Good Friday, at 4 p.m., a mass
meeting of Transvaal British Indians
was held at the Gaiety Theatre,
to protest against the Asiatic Law
Amendment Bili that was recently
passed by the Tramsvaal legislature,
and which-bas been held vver for the
expression of His Majusty's pleasure.

Some 1300 persons were present,
and sharp at the appoinied hour Mr
Abdool Gani tock the chair. v

Am- ngst those present were the lead-
ers of the Johannesburg community,
including the following members of
the Committee of the British Indian
Association and the Hamidia Islaniic
Society :  Messrs Lssop Mian, M. S,
Coovadia, H. O. Ally, M. P. Fancy,
A: L Gabru, Omarjt Sale, Allibhai
Akoojee, A A. Pillay, I'. Moonlight,
Imam Abdool Kadir Bawazeer, Osman
Lacief, Makanji, and N. A. Cama. In
addition, the following gentlemen at-
tended :—Messrs. Hajee Habib, G
P. Vyas, Jivan Keshavjee, Ganie
Cassim, Jatashanker Vyas, E. M. Patel,
Dayalji Desai, ( Pretoria), Messrs. A, E.
Vaja, M. M. Dadoo, I. A. Cajee, and
Cursetji H. Desai, (Krugersdorp) ; E.
M. Aswat, E. M. Patel, Gangat, Cas-
mod, Sovjee, and Ebrahim (Vereenig-
ing); Bismillah Khan (Zeerust): A.
M. Bhyat and 5. V. Patel (Heidel-

! suspended.

burg) : Bapu Desai (Rustenburg): V.
Appasamy and  Ramsunder Pandit
(Germistun) ;. Hassim Mo, Jassub |

Hajee Valli. Tayob, K. Giga, and M. |

M. Khanderia (Pietersburg): Abdool
Rahman, Getta, and 3. 1. Bobart
(Potchefstroom). Messrs. M, Usuf
Patel, M. E. Tilly and M. A. Tilly
were to have represented Klerksdorp,
but did not arrive in time for the
meeting, v~
. In opening the proceedlngs, the
Chairman addressed the assembly for
some 20 minutes in Hindustani, his
speech being alterwards reoder;} into
English by Mr. N. V. Sluh) in {he
following terms :— L
Gentlemen,—
I have once more to welcome re-
ggnunm from all parts of the
ony and the Indian population of
to consider a matter of
ital ‘importance to us. |The Asiatic
adimme by the Tate Legisla-
g Majesty has, as you know, been
by the new Legislature.

1 and practically vetoed by
F;e welcomed our two delegates
their return from England after

achieving brilliant results, happily we
laboured under no delusion. We knew
then that our work had only just be-
gun, but none of us ever suspected
that the Ordinance, now termed Bill,
would be rushed through both the
Houses in less thau 24 hours, and.
that in order to arrive at this astound-
ing result, Standing Orders would be
Suspension of the latter
is not a new thing, but it is resorted to
under exceptional circumstances. H
the country been in danger of an
internal or external disturbance, one
could understand a Bill being rushed
through to meet such a sudden emer-
gency. In the present instance, the
panic that has brought about the
passage of this measure consists of
an unequal struggle between a giamt
and a dwarf. On the one hand, there
are over a quarter of a million whites
with all privileges and full political

.| power in the.r hands with a naturally

open_door admitting hundreds per
month, on the other, are approxi-

mately 14,000 British Indians with an
alleged monthly increase of 100 In-
dians. The Bill in questjon has been
passed in the interests of the former,
to Pfe\'enl an umni lulhl)"\elj INCrease in
the number of the latter.  Only men
saturated with prejudice could justify
extraordinary procecdingsof the nature
I have just descnbed. Inthe ordinary
course, the Bill would have remained
before the country for threc months,
and the custodians of the interests of
a quarter of a million white inhabitants
would have then risked the entry of
300 Indian stragglers into the Colony.
1 have purposely called our legislators
custodians of one interest only. The
eiected Assembly is emphatically and
admittedly such a body. The Legis-
lative Council was designed to be a
check upon hasty colour gnd class
legislation, and several members of the
Council, in pleading for a postpone-
ment of lurther consideration of the
Bill for a night, gave that speciai
function as sufficient reason therefor.
But 1 regret that' I must add that the
postponement  was merely a blind.
How could the members consider a
Bill which they admitte'] was of very
great importance and of a highly
technical character in one night?
How, again, could the members of the
Council ascertain the real feeling of
those who were affected by the Bill
and those whom they are suppused to

Press Clipping from the Indian Opinion on Anti-Asiatic Bill,

6 April 1907
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- Contents convicted. Thus taking the figuresas | (2) and there is mo \law to prevent
F true, and assuming that ‘all the 876 the entry of minors or to pusish

. : entries took place in 1906, a little over _ such entry.

AEPAL CRE . 5 Page 5o stragglers per month have served to | Hepe again Mr. Chamney has en-
' Mr. Chamney's Report 135 | Justily the ery of Asiatics flooding the | tirely failed to prove his points. As to
" A Tragic Comedy ... 135 Colony ! 1 ) the thumb marks, Indians have always
‘The Malaria Fiend ... 136 Letus, however, examine the figures  given them.  But supposing that they
Points of Agreement ue ° litle more closely. It is quite  jeclined to do 5o, the iaw authorises

evident that 376 who were fonnd with-
ont permits could not have entered in
1906. ‘They may have entered any
lime between 19z and 1906 though
found in 1906. If so, the number re-

A Glaring Anomaly ... 1361
*OTHER ARTICLES:—
A Mariizburg Licence 37

the

I LI me R0 | presents $76 unlawful entries during a

30';::,::;:,:‘-";.’,:.;,.. ED P :iz period of over four years. And is there

A BT Al the slightest proof adduced to show

it e e that 876 were unlawful entries? Mr,

Chumpey s Repots RS 138 Chamney could only base his cal-

e T s s e 139 | Culations on exparti reports furaished
ICS T

to him. The judicial records have
proved repeatedly that the cases that
were supposed to be unlawful entries
were ultimately proved to be lawful. |
All, therefore, that Mr. Chamney’s |
statement means is that there were 876 |
suspicious cases of unlawful entry |
! found in 1906. And had he possessed |
any judicial experience, he would no |
doubt have worded his statement in a
less dogmatic manner. Again, we are
not told how many men charged with |
] being in the Colony without permits |
J R were discharged by the Magistrates. |
Mr. Chamney’s Report | If, therefore, the report is intended as
| it_evidently is, to justify the Asiatic
+ Bill, there should have been the fullest |
! data given o the public in order t0
enable it to judge for itsell.

We regret to ohserve, also, that Mr.
Chamney has allowed himself to be |
carried away by bias against Asiatics. |
Without giving any proof whatsoever,
Mr. Chamney has concluded that the |
permits of dead. Asiatics are being
used unlawfully. - Mr Chamney says
gﬁ:&n examining pemhmhich con-

tain no description are icapped—
1 especi lll_mtima_for_enmgs:ilon

1ndian Property-Owners in Durban
The Natal Indian Congress

A Comection ... ... _ .
National Life ...

Fhe Malay Location

‘ 3hb_i-an éﬁpininn
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si in the Transvaal, which we
~print /n fofo in another column, fur-
x ‘a complete vindication of the

carried on in badly-lighted carriages.
The truth is that, in addition to |

evil of the little unlawful entry

that has been proved. '

The report, in fact, proves
new and

the permits, the officers examine re-
gistration certificates which contain |

nothing | fairly full particulars so far as
ws no further light on muu is comem::d’(and it .sl.

through that station that a vast majorit,
of Indians enter), the oﬂ‘loerslhavi
fully one hour to carry on their in- |
vestigations, Speaking of 876 entries
above relerred to, Mr. Chamney, in
order to give additional weight, states
most unfairly that the figures are
exclusive of undetected illegal entries
and r41 were turned away, probably
quite illegally, at Durbaa. !
The insufficiency of the existing
legislation is sought to be proved
by the statement that
(1) there is'no legal compulsion to
make Indians give their thumb
marks Lo test their right to the
permits in their possession :

a permit oflicer to arrest such i person
and put him w the provl of the °
legality of his permit.  The arrcsted
person will then be soon compelled to
give his thumb print if he chooses to

| remain in the Colony.

As to children, even the present

| Bill offers no remedy for the evil if

such it be. For the minor children of
parents domiciled in the Transvaal
will still be, as they ought to be, free
to enter the Colony.  The truth is, as
the Rand Daily Mas! bas pointed out,
that the manner of administration is
at fault, in so far as there is failure to
bring the culprits to justice, and not
the existing legislation. “ If,” our con-
temporary continues, “this machinery
could be devised in consultation with
the British Indians themselves, theie

| would be a disappearance of the

friction and constant ' bickering which
exist to.day. After all, what the
Government and the people want is to
definitely settle who are the Asiatics
entitled to reside in the Transvaal.”

| And we may conclude this exami-
| nation of the Report by adding that
| the Indian community has made an

ofier which ot only fullils what the
new-Bill is intended to do, but iteven
seltles the children difficulty which the
Bill leaves open. As administrator

. indmmediate charge of the working of

the permit department, it is for Mr
Chamney to recognise the obvious
facts we have narrated and advise the
Government to accept the compro-
mise offered. Will he rise to the
occasion 2 ]

I_Extract}if Mr. Chamney's Report published in Indian Opinion on the
position of Asiatics in Transvaal, 13 April 1907
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INDIAN OPINION

“Mr. Gandhi laterviewed

—_—

By m Natal ‘ll"!

X

No Need for Tropical Coloaies
Resistance to the Ordinance
N
Sy
I

Mr. M. K. Gandhi was on Monday
interviewed by a Mercury representa-
tive concerning the suggestion put

. forward by Mr. Lionel Curtis in the
Times that the tropical possessioas of
Great Britain should be reserved for
Indian colonisation. Mr. Gandhi re-
jects the proposal.

As long as Indians have domicile
rights - in the Colonies, whether in
South Africa or elsewhere, Mr. Gandhi
objects. Such a suggestion is not
gencticnhle, and wonld certainly nut

acceptable to the British Indians.

As he has so often asserted, the entire
motive which is animating the cause
he has taken up on behalfof the South
African Asiatic is to protect what he

| designates the Indian's “ vested rights”

in this country; and to deprive them
of the title of domicile, which many of
_them now possess, would, of course,
. in his view, be to subvert those vested
rights. Mr. Gandhi said that the
rights of domicile were the main
strength of the Indians’ pasition, and

| he assented to the suggestion that
they intended to make the most of it
It was ponted out to Mr. Gandhi
that the proposal seemed to be that
the tropical Colonies should be reser-
ved for immigration of the future, not
¥ rily contemplating the removal

of Indians already possessing domicile

rights, and he was asked what his view

of that idea would.
"Mr, Gandhi

in Indian Opinion, 11 May 1907

I'lil Face l-prh-_nt \

s0, Indians were found emigrating in,
such numbers to South Africa. The
explanation was that South Africa had
itselfl made the mischief by adopting
the practice ofindentured immigration
—a system which, Mr. Gandhi said,
nearly every Indian in South Africa
would sign a petition against, and ask
that it should cease.

“ But thetrouble arises, Mr. Gandhi, |
not so much from the indentured In-
dian as from the free merchant class,
and from whom the demand for equal
trading rights mostly comes.”

“The Indian merchant,” replied
Mr. Gandhi, *follows the other Indi-
ans, to whom he looks for his busi-
ness, I the indentured man was not
here, the merchant would not be here.
As it is, many of the better-class Indi-
an merchants, whohave large interests,
remain in their own country, where
they have scope for their business, and
where every Indian tradesman would
have scope if he preferred to stay in-
stead of coming to the Colonies. As
long as there remain opportunities
for business among his own country-
men, there the Indian merchant will
be found,” and Mr. Gandhiinstanced
| the case of Zanzibar, There was, in
fact, no need to reserve tropical Col-
onies for Indian occupgtion, for East,
} Africa was already open.

Mr, Gandhi went on to refer to the
| Registration Ordinance in the Trans-
, vaal, and referred in  disappointed
| terms to the decision of the Imperial

Government to allow its sanction to
the'measure.  Its effect was, he said,
to place the ‘Transvaal Indian in the
place of a ticket-of-leave man. If|
they were to be dealt with along these |
| lines, it was better that the Indians |
should be undeceived at once. Mr.
| Gandhi said he foresaw the: possibility |
of a position in which Great Britain |
\ would have to decide between losing |

the Colenies or losing India, for the
people’s self- respect was involved,
and their existence under such condi- |
tions as in the Transvaal would be- i h

come intolerable.

tan but passive resistance ; 3
and if the Indian people carried out *
their determination to undergo im-
i rather than conform to the
Jrdi he thought well enough
of the Colonial white to believe that
such a demonstration of courage for
the sake of a principle would be met |
with admiration, and, in the end,
sympathy. ‘
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OPINION

5 *I:he Asiatic Registration
R g

7

Act
Y A Terrible Contrast

(SPECIALLY CONTRIEUTED.)

Whilst Indians are showing their
firm determination pot to submit to
the Asiatic Registrativa Act, it is
as well to understand their objection
to it. I, therefore, propose to show
in parallel columns the state that they
are in now and that in whi¢h they
would be under the new law.

Now. Under the New Law.

1. Malays are suli. 1. They areexempt -
ject to Law 3 of 1885, ed from the new Law.
> Many Indians ‘have
< Malay wives awl re-
latives, The position

' ment

of such Indians when '

H
5
g

§
5
5

3 AnAsiaticchill 3. Such child isde-
::_m doe-f the 3ist bamed, . T
d >
e O, SO
olony is to
enter and aillk,in .
the Transvaal. 1
4. Present

held by Asiatics
titlethem to enterand ir, is taken away, .
reside in the Trans
vanl and Orange Ri- <
ver Colony. Whether
these are of any use for
roing into the Orange

ver Colony is not
the question,

P

emi

|

9. No' Asiatic is
bound to furnish par-
ticulars . of  identifi-
cating,

“1o. An Asiatic can
demanda trade licence
as a right against pay-
without  pro.
clurl_i_un of permit,

e T".ill'igh'-'lﬁ far | 12, The Registrar,
- as the permitcan give | at present, has fairly
+ strong antherity,

13, Asiatics who
come in possession of
certificates belonging
to others commit no

Comparison of the conditions of the Indians un
‘previous law and the Asiatic Registration Act published in
- Indian Opinion, 8 June 1907

bound to deliver same

9. Lven a  Kaffir
policeman may de.
mand production of
certificate and particu-
lars of identilication,

standing, take the
Asiatic 10 the nearest
police-station, where
the same inquiry may
be repeated, and, if
the Officer at  the
Station is not salis-
fied, he may detain
the Asintic in the cell.
overnight, § !

10, NoAsiatic may

receive. such licence
unless he produces his
registration certificate |
and furnishes means |
of identification, as |
may be preseribed by
regulation. 10 there-
fure, there are parirers
in any Asiatic firm the
Licensing Officer may
insist upon the pre-
sence of all the part-
ners and submit them
to a humiliating exa-
mination before giv-
ing them their licence.

with almost unlimited
power over their per-
sonal liberty, |
13. Asiatics having
such certificates fevi-
dently a father having

his son's register) are |

Y

der the
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471. THE TRANSVAAL STRUGGLE

Forward ye all to battle, the bugles sound

Raise the cry and take the plunge, for victory’s around.
There are deeds that may not be tarried,

Doubts, fears ever abound, and courage is harried;
They waste the days saying the time is not yet—

No such excuse ever did bring profit. :

By plunging in and savouring success is strength found.
Raise the cry and take the plunge, for victory’s around.

Through adventure did Columbus to the New World make his trip;
Through adventure did Napoleon have enemies in his grip;
Through adventure Martin Luther did the Pope defy;

Through adventure did Scott his debts re-pay;

Through adventure did Alexander have his name resound.
Raise the cry and take the plunge, for victory’s around.

f\\

‘A song on Transvaal Struggle in Gujarati along with the English translation publisheq\i\n Indian Opinion,

- 18 May 1907
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wllaz, o 2 M R, wee Why should you suffer taunts, my brother?

To be cowardly is a disgrace.
Suffer not insult; death is far better.
The pain of death comes only once;
Disgrace brings unending pain,
And every finger will point at you.
s @l e Gt sw, | Barly death with fame is gain,
A 22 W \ And this the noble soul doth love.
Aovll st wag ed, " A base thing it is to live for long
|
|
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e e A lingering life of pain and shame.
:t‘_‘“;‘*_*’“ia‘-'\'{’:f‘? L ' Wealth may return that once has gone;

wt wa 4 ma. | Forever gone are honour and name.

ey Ml b A8 Al . The loss of honour brings in its train

gl il A | Miseries' untold and threefold pain. \J

A song on Transvaal Struggle in Gujarati along with the English translation
publishedin Indian Opinion, 25 May 1907
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i R NOTICE OF QUESTION

? tobe asked at the meeting of the Council of the Governor General for thi 4
J purpose of making Laws and Regulations, to be held on Friday, the 3:.}( [7

Fanuary, 1908,
By the Hon’ble Mr. Gokhale :—

(@) Has the Government of India received a telegram from the Indian Settlers
in the Transvaal, seekmg its protection and asking for its intervention in their
favour against the injustice and indignities to which they are being subjected
under the Asiatic Registration Act in the Transvaal ?

(4) 1s the Government aware of the depth and intensity of public feeling
that has been aroused in this codntry in all quarters by the arrest and imprison-
ment of several Indian subjects of His Majesty the King Emperor in the
Transvaal under the Asiatic Registration Act?

(¢) ‘Will the Government be pleased to state what stepsit has already taken
or it proposes to take to bring this state of public feeling in India to the notice of
His Majesty’s Government in England and to secure for the Indian Settlers in
the Transvaal the protection that they seek at its hands?

]. M. MACPHERSON, -,

Secrelary to the Government of India,
Legisiative Depariment.

: CALCUTTA ;
&/ }

The /\f ?an@y. 1908,

: A_Notice'gf Question relating to the treatment of Indian Settlers in Transvaal
byJ.M. Macpherson, 31 January 1908




‘QUESTION AND ANSWER.

The Hon’ble MR, GOKHALE asked :— |

“(a) Has the Government of India received a telegram from the Indian
settlers in the Transvaal, seeking its protection and asking for its intervention in
their favour against the injustice and indignities to which they are being subjected
under the Asiatic Registration Act in the Transvaal ?

“(b) Is the Government aware of the depth and intensity of public feeling
that has been aroused in this country in all quarters by the arrest and imprison-
ment of several Indian subjects of His Majesty the ng Emperor in the
Transvaal under the Asiatic Registration Act ?

“ (¢) Will the Government be pleased to state what stepsit has already taken
or it proposes to take to bring this state of public feeling in India to the notice of
His Majesty’s: Government in England and to secure for the Indian settlers in
the Transvaal the protection that they seek at its hands ?”

The Hon’ble MR. FINLAY replied :—

“(2) The Government of India have not received any telegram from the
Indian settlers in the Transvaal. But they have received papers from the
Secretary of State which include a telegram from British Indians in the

- Transvaal to the Secretary of State for the Colonies to the effect stated in-
the question. They have also received numerous representations from persons
and bodies in other parts of South Africa and in India.

“(#) The Government of India are fully aware of the depth and mtensny
of public feeling which has been aroused in India and are grateful to the various
bodies and individuals, representing so many classes and creeds in this
country, who have taken so much tronble to keep them informed of the views
taken of the legislation affecting Asiatics in the Transvaal."

“(¢) The matter has received throughout the careful consideration of the
Government of India. They are in full sympathy with the Indian subjects of His
Majesty in whatever part of the world they may be, and though they are obvi-
ously not in a position to pronounce authoritatively on the merits of the situation
in the Transvaal they have let no opportunity pass of keeping: His Majesty’s
Government informed of the state'of feeling in India with regard to that situation
and of pleading the cause of the different sections of the Indian community in
South Africa whenever it appeared that the status and privileges of Indian

. emigrants as subjects of the British Empire were affected. "
“The Government of India have good reason to hope that negotiations now
" in progress will result in the removal of the just grievances of His Majesty’s
Indian subjects.”

G. L. C.P. O.—No. 633 L. D.—4-2-08.—60.

Questions raised by Mr.Gokhale relating to Indian Settlers in Tfansvaal
" along with the reply given by Mr.Finlay, 31 January 1908




Annex 8. ;
-Mr. Gandbi to Mr. Lane, 14th May 1908.

THAVE your letter of the 13lh instant, for which I beg to tender my.
thanks to Mr. Smuts. The letter, in my opinion, rsises a fremendous question,
and gives rise to a very great misunderstanding. When the negotiations were
going on, I could never have dreamed of accepting a compromise whioh wounld
mean & differential treatment of Asiatics entering alter the periol of fhrée
sromths:—Hud sieh-beeh the understanding, steps would certainly hive been
tnen taken to inform Indiaus, even in Indis, snd that conld anle. havae hoen
done by cablegrams, in order toenable the people to returm to the Transvaal
within three months, and even then I do not know that it would have been st
all & just thing to expeet Indiansto return from India within that period in
order to exchange their documents. The limitation only applied to those who
were then resident in the Transvaal. General Smuts will, on a perusal of the
letter signed by me and my fellow prisoners, see that the sentencs * such mode
of registration should apply fo those also who, being out of eolony, may return,
and otherwise possess the right of re-entry,” was added by me to the letter

- brought by Mr. Cartwright, as were certain other words. It was never con: .
templated that to such Asiatics the tentative period of three months should
applv. Nor was' the alternative course of keeping voluntary registration
open for an indefinite period ever thought of by me, and I donot suggest any

- such course now, Bui the essencs of the compromiss is that, the uadarsakine.
“of the Indian community being fulfilled, 8 I claim it has bean, the Act shoull
be repealed. Voluntary registration should go on in connection with  those.
who may arrive until the Aect is repealed. As will be noticed from the draft
submitted by me, provision is .made. for theidentification of those who may
arrive after the passing of the draft Bill. 8o that there is no question of
keeping voluntary registration open for an indefinite period. =~~~ -

Of course, if it is desired by General Smuts that no registration shonld
take place now, but that it should await the passing of the new. legislation,
I do vot miund ; but to require Indians who may enter now to come under the
Act will only accentuate the suspicion that is still lurking in the minds iof
some of my countrymen. In order to make good ny wol, as also to assist
the Government, it is within the General’s knowledge that I very nearly
my life, and this arose because, in the opinion of some of my  eount:
I had sold them, by reason of having agreed to the. principle of ten-fings

Correspondence exchanged by Mr.Lane and Gandhiji relating to the
registration of Asiatics, 14 May 1908




Essob Ismail Mia to Colonial Secretary, Pretoria.

6th July 1908.
Sir, :

A mass meeting of over 800 British Indians was held yesterday at the
Hamidia Mosque to consider the Indian position as it is affected by the
Supreme Court decision on the application for the return of the volunt
registration applications. My Association still respectfully trusts that these
forms may be returned. The mass meeting decided to hoid another next
Sunday for the purpose of burning voluntary registration certificates, in order
that, in the event of the claims of domiciled British Indians and others not
being considered by the Government, they may range themselves alongside
of such Indians and suffer with them. My Association is most anxious to
avoid such a drastic step and, therefore, once more humbly approaches the
Qovernment for assistance, = - : :

My Association reminds you of the speech delivered by you, at Richmond,
just after the compromise, and reported in the “Star” of the 6th February
last. In that speech you are reported to have stated as follows :—* He had
told them, that is the Asiatics, that the law would not be repealed so long as
there wasan Asiatic in the country who had not registered.” And again,
“yuntil every Indian in the country had registered, the Law would not be

~ repealed.” - This shows that the only eondition of - repeal was complete regis-
tration. My Association need hardly say that practically every Asiatic in the
Colony has made voluntary application in terms of the .compromise. = But now
my Association understands that the Government, in exchange- for repeal, ask

British Indians to consent to the following:— = ..
(o) That British Indians holding Dutch registration
which they have paid either 81. or 257, should be
immigrants, whether they are. within the Colon

Ahd Qolony.: = i ik Aiwesind Bgussiile £h0s

(5) That pre-war Indian refugees, who have not yet T
‘I'ransvaal, should become prohibited immigrants,

Letter from Essob Ismail Mia to Colonial Secretary, Pretoria, against the
repeal of Asiatic Law, 6 July 1908
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The Struggle -

{'l'llh Britislv Indian strugele i the
Transvaal has now reached” a eritical
stage. Mr. Sorabji Shapurji of Adajan
has lcchcd the sentence of one

bour for daring to claim his rights as
a British subject with educational
qualifications under the Immigration
Law of the Transvaal. - His fault was
_that he refused to register under m
Act which General Smuts hn-
" mised and was about to
month's

ariction” Aet. e has-
at he could, because ‘he was
qulhmx mﬁ:::mm

-’ﬂl!'
me'hmoutol’hsdu. and he deserves

- L

mnt was \ht m» 1

 hot 3 r
: | Mr. Livnel "Cantié, T is &
o name for the
munity, and British Indidns | in thc.

¢ | directed energies. Mr. Luﬂls‘t

- | Asiatics.

' occasion,

- Puanx, Natat, Sarunmv. Jouy 35{'!1. 1908

congmulnnon« for his bravery.’ We
sympathise with his family, but we
lucl sure that they rejoice in the
| suffering of their relative. in that his |
sulfering, let us hope, will solve the
Indian struggle, so far as the entry of
educated Indians is concerned.

Mr. Serabji's case was lollowed by
| the arrest of several Indian hawkers,
both Hindu and Mahomedan. ‘They
proved before the -Magistrate that
they applied for their licences but
they could not get them unless they
complied with the Asiatic Act. They,
too, committed a technical fault;, md
the  Magistrate - sentenced - them . to

{pay a fine of 1o/~ or. in, default to.

sulfer imprisonment for four days with
hard labour, They have refused to.
[ﬂy the fine, and are now und r:s
mprisonment. It is um
spectacly, that of lhese men suffer-
ing privations, going to gaol, under-
gOIng pecuniary loss, not that they

. might better their own condition,

| but that India’s honour may be sr.vedl
and that thuse who are entitled to

< return 1o the Transvaal may be able
to do so the same as they. They
need not have troubled about the
rights of others, they need not have |
[ thought of their educated hrctim-n.
but they have risen 1o the oeea
they have realised their responsibi \

Such men would b considered o
valuable asset inany commuonity.

the Transvaal, they are despised.
But a time must soon come when the

British Indian. com-

Transvaal and elsewhere' awe mdch
of théir. miseries 1o his un
en

may be divined on many a- page, hut | wants
especially in those sections of the
Report where relerence is made to
His pecaliar dmu-hulic
bias breathes forth on wer}'
We see it 'in the qtite
unnecessary, because already realised,

in t.bo dxcl.um. on me 127, ﬂm
“we ly of opinion that the
restrictions imposed by the Asiatic
Law Amendment Act should be main-
tained :u-.d strictly enforced.” What
‘lhll nplnion and *the restrictions
imposed by the Asiatic Law Amend-
ment Act” have to do with the Guite
different que stion ol further 1mmi-
! gration, it is somewlat difficult to
I'see.  Doubtless Mi. Curns
and thit said we have said all.
We note that My. Hodgkinson, whe
gave evidence before the Commission,
as representing the Federated Asso
ciation of Mine Employees, discussed .
as an expert (his other qualifications
_not being stated)  the question of
Asiatic competition, especially in re-
gard to the kmg ol market-garden
produce during the  plague outbreak
in ]nhg;n aﬁ/ We are

led to infer ‘that, 'Ihlk‘t ““the white
man had got his renl'to pay and had
:msmofm&s:rﬂ:, and }md
T m.?xppllu “eoolie,
and  had’ to keep ‘a family,” the
“cooliehad none ol these, and the
white man was consequently under-
sold. “The *coolie’ took away the
whole of his trade.” The facts were
that a few white men starled hawking
vegetables, entingly lglmrmt ol the
trde, aned by keeping prices exorbit-
.ml!, igh, and declining generally
! o suit their manners anid nmhoda [
Cthe convenicnrc of the  Huropean
| houscholder, failed o obtain a winee

knows;

|

~ month's uﬁl)monmem with hard la- people of the Transvaal will have o | ket wherein they had the uppununuy
re arrange their ideas, and learn to
respect  British Indians as fellow-
citizens not unworthy of the ordinary

ights that British ciﬁzemhlp carries
with it.]

ol securing the start of a six. menths’
monopoly of trade with people of
their own race.  Had Mr. in-
son stuck to his last, and dealt with
‘the question ol :mmng. he would
“have ‘much nearer. mqi, a5
‘he was vhm_h,.m “ahe ;

‘ot
n cah or should be

.' mﬂ w.m Lhe -South “Atrican
‘. from,, com petition,
Flies i’ his<owo -hands.

The re-
It he
is dazy, inefficient, or halfitrained, the

eompetent | ite) immigrant - will
Mhﬂ.h‘ le for. employ-
(B e % S
- so. Nol
Md ‘reputation n,i“

be ‘below 1hat of
o Government should
the inefficicncy of its citizens.
s . That is not the way
civilisation. . The weaker must go
pothavuﬂ The fittest must survive,

e

iy

recommendation *(31) that Asiatic |
immigration be not permitted, an]lE

Strangely envugh, however, not-
withstanding these pleasant conclu-

Pféss;lipping from the Indian Opinion reporting on the critical stage
~ of the Indian Struggle in Transvaal, 25 July 1908




From the *“ Transvaal Leader”, August 17th, 1908,

THE ASIATICS.

BURNING OF CERTIFICATES.

Ga:‘fzerz'ng' at the Mosque.

. About 3,000 Indians, gathered from all parts of the Transvaal, collected
outside the Hamidia Mosque at Fordsburg yesterday afternoon for the purpose
of burning the registration certificates which they had taken out after the
compromise arrived at between General Smuts and their leaders in February
Tast. THhe space available was packed to its fullest capacity and the flat roof
‘and turrets of the Mosque and the surrounding fences and roofs also carried a
large number of Indians. A number of Cantonist storekeepers and other Chinese:
‘occupied front seafs. Mr. Essop Esmail Mia (Chairman of the British Indian
‘Association) presided, and among those occupying seats on the platform were
Mr. M. K. Gandhi, Mr. Dowd Mahomed (President, Natal Indian Congress), Mr.
“Adam Gool Mahkomed. (President, Capetown British Indian League), Mr. N. A.
_Chettiat, (Chairmap, Tamil Benefit Society), Mr. Abdul Rahman (Potchefstroom),
Mc. R. K. Pobcasky (Pretoria), and Mr. Leung Quin (President, Chinese Asso-
ciation), ' -

Extracts from the Transvaal Leader on the Burning of Certificates in the
Transvaal, 17 August 1908 -




No. R/ 1281
Huzur Cutcherry,

Barcda, 31st December 1907.

Kersaspji Rustamji Esquire, M.A., L.L.B.,

Minister of the Baroda State, Barcda.

. o P

Lt: Colonel M.J.¥eade, C.I.E.,

Resident, Baroda.

sir,

I have the honour to forward, herewith, a
petition dated the 26th November lnsi, addressed to
His Highness the Vaharaja by certain Baroda subjects,
who have migrated to the Transvi} feor e;rning @ liveli-
hood complaining against the Aa;atic Law Amendment
Act passed by the Tranaviﬁ Parliment.

2. From what the petiticneres ulloge It poome
that the neI‘Ordin:nce ialcalculated to subject them
to unnecessary hardship and humiliation, ana it is a
matter for regret that a measure so wanting in con-
sideration for éhe feelings of *he Princes and recples
of Indis srould have been passed by that authcrity.
His Highness' Goverrrent %rust that the Imperial
Government whose protection extends to the subjects
of Native States in South Africa, may see their way
t; intercede with a view to securing for them such
relief as the circumstances of the case may warrant.

I have, etc.,
8d/ Kersasp Rustamji,

Dewan.

v

A letter addressed to the Resident, Baroda relating to the issues
of Immigrants from Baroda to Transvaal, 31 December 1907
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE _ i ipda o
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY, JUNE 1909.

Pro. No, 6] Position-of British Frdisns in the Transvaal

Enclostre in abaove.
Affidavit,

1, Ratanshi Mulji Sodha, of Natal, presently of Johannesburg, do heréby
solemnly and sincerely deolare as follows :— :
On the 14th day of October, Mr. Gandhi, a number of other Indians
and wmyself, were sentenced to periods of imprisonment with haed laboue
at Volksrust. On the morning of the 15th Mr. Gandhi, I, snd 13 others,
together with about 16 natives, were taken out to work on the side of the
agricultural show-ground olose to the fence which divides the ground from
the public road. Our work there was bodig and remove stoues, ‘Wae were
guite close to the road, and anybody who passed by could easily see us and hear
istinctly what was going on. A number of Europeans and natives did pass
by. The ground is within the municipality of Volksrust, and the road is used
by a number of people. The European warder, who was in charge of the
Indian prisoners, kept on urginz Mr. Gandhi to work harder and harder,
though Mr. Gandhi was doing his best. All this might have been clearly heard
by passers-by, The exact words used were: *Come on Gandhi; come on
Gandbi.” Mr. Gandhi replied that he was doing his utmost, and was éven
trying to do more. The warder kept urging Mr. Gandhi, when he saw Mr.
Gandhi stoop to pick up earth to rub on the palms of his hands, which were
getting raw through blistering. When, affer nine hours’ almost continuous
work, with a delay of one hour between 12 and 1, Mr. Gandhi refuroed to the
gaol, he was so stiff with pain and fatigue that he could scarcely move. At
12 o’clock on this day, one of the Indian prisoners who had fainted through
over-strain, heat, and lack of water, which the warder did not allow him to get,
was taken in a sanitary cart to the gaol. Mr. Gandbi accompanied him in this
cart. Ou the afterncon of that day we were under the charge of.a native
warder, who also kept urging Mr, Gandhi to go on working, although he was
doing his best, The words used were : * Come on Gandhi; come on Gandhi.”
Passers-by could easily hear and see this. Oun the next day we were taken to
a piece of ground near the roadside, almost opposite Mr, Suliman Ahmed Cajee’s
store. Mr. Cajee, who was standing in front of the store, could easily see and
hear whatever was going on. This, of course, would be from the opposite side
of the road, but passers-by ¢onid come quite close to us. We were digging
holes for trees, and worked on this day, as on the previous day, for nine hours.

R, M. SODHA,
Declared at Johannesburg this 30th day of November 1908, before me—

A TymT M

A, L. C, BARTRGE,

“Justice of the Peace.

Affidavit by Ratanshi Mulji Sodha of Natal declaring that Gandhiji and
number of Indians are sentenced to Imprisonment with hard
labour at Volksrust, 30 November 1908
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An autographed letter from Leo Tolstoy addressed to Gandhiji on the
Indian Struggle in Transvaal, 7 October 1909
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SUMMARY OF THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT.

&)

The British Indians in the Transvaal have been suffering for the past
two years and six months untold suffering in order to secure

Repeal of a Transvaal law called the Asiatic ‘Registration

Act (2 of 1907), which its authors claim to be a measure merely for

' effecting the identification of the British Indians entitled to remain
in the Colony, but which is regarded by the British Indians them-
se!ves as most objectionable, because in reality

* (1) The Aect wouunds their religious snsceptlhllltles and
-degrades them in many ways; and

(2) Read together with another law of a later date (called
the Immigration Act), it constitutes an irpassable barrier to
e the immigration of Indians, however highly cultured, on the
b score of their race and colour. ;

The desired relief can easily be granted by repealing the Reistration
Act and’ slightly amending the Immigration Act, without in any way
_endangering the colonial policy of preventing an influx of British Indians.

g ~ 'The practical effect of such repeal and amendment would be the removal of
- the racial insult, and would at the most involve the entry of the few Indian '
new-comers necessary for the spiritual and intellectual needs of the resident -

community.
/

The Indians at present act.uall).r residing in the Transvaal number
about 5,000 :

The population of Indians domiciled in the Transvaal is about 13,000.

! The difference means that nearly 8,000 Indians have been driven away,
for the time being, from the Transvaal, being too weak to undergo the
phymca.l suffering of gaol life.

Over 2,500 British Indians have passed through the Transvaal gaols,

b:}l. but 150 having been imprisoned with hard labour. Sentences have
ranged from four days’ to six months’ hard labour. Hundreds of British
___Indians have been ruined in the struggle. Several families have been
supported from public subscriptions, the wage earners being in the Transvaal
gaols. Indians both young and old have suffered and are still suffering
imprisonment. Many leaders are at present in the gaols, including the

" Mohammedan Chairman of the British Indian Association and a Parsee
gentleman who is renowned for his philanthropy throughout South Africa.
Fathers ‘and sons have been in gaol at the same time. Abont sixty Indians

Z_V'e, been deported to India, where they were landed penniless and
iendless.

- Cover page anngwuth the Summary of the Statement on
Brltlsh/lndlan Case in the Transvaal presented by Indian

Deputation, July 1909
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: X,h %? 5th November, 1909.
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© The Transvaal British Indian Deputationarrived in London on the

&& day of July last. The enclosed statement of the British Indian case

"ﬁ,ﬂuﬁ Colony was prepared immediately after the arrival in London of that

Ei’epn‘hmn. but it was not issued as delicate negotiations with a view to

at a quiet t were in prog We !u.ve now learnt that
" these have proved abortive and that the 1} d. It

Wesrvinster Pavace Hoter, o

* has therefore become necessary for us to inform the public as to ‘how the ,

matter stands and what the struggle of the Bntmh Indians in the Transvaal
means. ¥

The ex-Colonial Secretary of the Trmvul during 1t.s. administra-
-tion as a Crown Colony, writing in a magazine in South Africa in the month

of February last, thus correctly summed up the question :

“The position ‘of the Indian leaders is that they will tolerate no-
“Jaw which does not put them on an equality with- Buropeans in
“ regard to restriction on immigration. They are wﬂllng to see
“ the number of Asiatics limited by administrative action.” . s
# They insist on equality in the terms of the law itself.”

That is still the position.

Mr. Smuts, the present Colonial Secretary of the I'ransvaal, offers to
repeal the Reg:sﬁmhon Law around which the struggle has been raging for
the last three years, and to concede to a limited number of British Indians,
otherthan formerresidentsof the Transvaal, certificatesof permanentresidence.
‘Were the object aimed at by the British Indians the admission mt? t.,hs'
Colony of a few more of their brethren, this would be 1
but the object.they have had in view in agitating for the repeal of the Law,

being to secure legal or theoretical equality in respect of immigration, their

purpose is by the proposed maintenance of the legal disability not mdvsmed
‘astep. We are not aware whether the above modification of the _pment
law proposed by Mr. Smuts will take place irrespective of the

of the passive resistance at present being offered by the British Indians of
- H:h Transvaal, but e are in a position to state that the proposed concession

will not satisfy passive resisters. “The struggle of the Indian community of

-, wrapd i e
W\ < ; gt )
; ¢ i
- v

<

. fifgh time,

¢

that Colony was undertaken in order to obtain the removal of the stigma
cast upon the whole of India by this legislation, which imports a racial and
colour bar into the Immigration Laws of a British Colony for the first time
in the history of Colonial legislation. The principle so laid down that
British Indians may not enter the Transvaal because they are British
Indians is a radical departure from traditional policy, is un-British and
intolerable, and if that principle is accepted even tacitly by British Indians
We' may add that during the last four months arrests and imprison.
have gone on unabated. The leaders of the community continue to
lfopmon. The severity of the prison regulations is maintained. The
m diet_has been altered for the worse. ~ Prominent medical men of
Ibhmnuburg have certified that the present dietary scale for Indian
is defiei The authorities, unlike their action during last year,
-r'luve ignored the religious scruples of Mahomedan prisoners, and have
. refused to give {aolhhes for observmg the sacred annual fast which millions
(&f Mahomed d from year to year. Sixty passive
 resisters recently ume out of the Pretoria Guol emaciated and weak.
i'belr message to us is that, starved as they were, they are ready to be
‘rearrested as soon a3 the Government wish to lay their hands on them.
The Acting Chairman of the British Indian Association has only just been
ted and sentenced to be imprisoned for three ths with hard labour.
This is his third term. He is a Mahomedan. A brave Parsee, a well-
educated man, was deported to Natal. He re-entered, and is now under-
going six months’ imprisonment with hard labour. He is in gaol for the
A young Indian, an ex-Volunteer sergeant, has also gone to
gaol for the third time on the same terms as'the Parsce. Wives of
imprisoned British Indians and their children either take up baskets of fruit,
hawk about and earn their living in order to support themselves, or are
being supported from contributions. Mr. Smats, when he re-embarked for
South Africa, said that he had arrived at an understanding with Lord
Crewe that would satisfy the large body of British. Indians who were
heartily sick of the aglt.a!.um His prophecy has been totally disproved by
what has happened sinee.

‘We remain,
Yours  faithfully,

L Veipess

Aletter from M K Gandhl and Hajee Habib relatlng to the Transvaal Brltgsh Ind;an Deﬁbtatlon
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- AT : =3 . _If y ou would be 8o good ms to reply to this letter
b The 4’?‘! rf/)-g g - - -~ 2 ‘may I n& you. to al’dﬂll i.;:lr reply to me at ummmé. 8.k,
= Dear Sir:-— 0(-7'? : ._;,.go © Box gBeR. g F a4 ) o4y :
a : ¥ \ ’ - 8 3\ - E
= 1 beg to tender my thanke for your registered letter ] - Hoping that thie will find you in good health, I remain :
in cemncotion with the letter sddrebeed te & Hindu, and 3 Al + z
with the matters that I dealt with in my letter to you. : &l Your obsdient servant, B Ty
Having heard abeut your failing health I rafrained o : it S iy

in ordor to eave you the treuble, frem mending mn mcknew=- i
ledgment. knowing that a written expreseien of my thauks L %

wed a superfiueus formality, btat dr. Aylmer Maude, whom I \Gig ; 3
have nowbboen =ble to meet reassured me that you were Yeep- £ e - 5 C7‘3
¥ vol:‘son::‘h::lth indeed and that unfailingly snd . = ¢ L o, . -
arly atte your correspondenge ov morning. 3 «
wee very glaisome news to me, and it em:gma n:sio write / S °‘°“‘!:‘" !;:"‘“'
to yon further sbout mattors whioh are, I Imow, of the - - y
gronteat importance mcooriing to your tesehing. ERALAS

I -I.bog to send you herewith a copy of a hook written oy 5 A g
~a friend - sn "mplighnsn, who 42 nt present in South Afrioa, > :

in conneotion vith my 1ife, incofer e 4t hee & ymey bearing :
on the struggle with which I am so connacted, #nd to whioh my -

life is dodioated. Ae T am very mnxious to engnge your ao- ‘ :

tive intoreet and symprthy,.T thought thot 1t would not be

;:::ﬁornﬁ by yov @5 ot of tho way for me to mend you the

At - _ ]

1

In my opinion, ﬁ!o ptruggle of the Indtans in the Trense : £ / e
‘18 the greatest of modern times, inasmmch ns it has been / S -2

1dealised both ae_to the goal ms also tho mothods mdopted to 7

roeaoh the gonl. T am mot aware of m strucgle, in which the H X

perticipetors are not to derive any personal adventage at the =~ . }

ond of it, and in which 507 of the perscns affected hrve under=

gone great eufforing and trinl for the muke oi r prinoiple, It 1

hos_not been poseible for me to advertiss the st le as nuoh “ s . :

a8 T should 1ike Yom oomrund, poseibly, the widew: public to= 5
. If you ore satisfied us to the fasto you will £ind set ] =

forth in lr, Doke's hook, and 1f you oonsider that the comelu-

eions I have arrived mt are justified by the fnots, may T aek

you to use your inﬂne}ge in any mamer you think ht o popu-

larise the movement 7 #If it sucaeeds, it will be not only a f X

triumph of religion, love mnd truth over irreligion, hatred 1

and felsohood, t it 18 highly 14lely to serve as an exsmple .

to the millione in India and to people in other narta of the #

world who miy be downetrodden, snd will gcertainly po & great .

-:{ towards broaking up the party of violonce, at lcest in

India, If wo hold out to the end, a8 T think we would, T en-

tortain not the sliphtest doubt as to-the ultimate [GLETYCET

and your encournrement in the way cucgeted by you can only

L) en ue in our rosmlve.

The negoolatione that were going on' for a settlament of
the question heve practicnlly fallenm throngh, =nd together
with my collearue I roturn to South Afrioca tris week, end in-
vite fmprisonment? I may add thet my son hnsteppily joined
me in thie etruggle, end ie now undergoing imprimomment with
1lshour for eix moanthe. This 1n his fourth imprisorment ° / C
in sourse of the strupgle. f = 3 I =

A copy of the letter of Count Leo Tolstoy expressing his opinion on the struggle of
Indiansin Transvaal , 10 November 1909 R
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Regpistered as a Newspaper
Prick THHERPENCE

~ MORE |

CROSS THE BORDER UNCHALLENGED ; A

i On Friday, the" 1rth instant, the
Durban platform presented a scene
of animatior..  Nearly three hundred

Indians were prgsent to see the Pas- |

sive Resistance recruits off, In the

. crowd were to be scen Messrs, Dawad

Mahomed, Parsee Rustomjee, Abdool-
la Haji Adam, Dada Osman, A. 1.
Pillay, 1. M, Naicker, N. V. Shah,
G. P. Gandhi and others.

*Thee ‘Passive Resistance
teavelled third class. The authorities
provided the usual facilities and re-
served special compartments for it.
The Police gave no trouble and every-
thing went oft staoothly.  Questions
have been asked in some quarters as

to the reason for third class travelling. [,

It may be mentioned for the -satisfac-
~ tion of such questioners that the p
" sive resisters adopt poverty as
lot and that, as passive resistance funds
are being used for. the purpose, it is
advisable to travel third class. More-
over, the Government provide emly
third class accommodaton for passive
resistance prisobers. _ :

The following aré the names of
' Mr. Gandhi's companions :—

. Mr., Kaji Dadamian, an old Trans-
vaal resident who has undergone im-
prisonment three times already.

Mr. Subramaney Achary, who bas
_ studied up to the matriculation stan-
dard at Trichinopoli is the son of the
I;:Mr. R. Appasamy Pather ol Dur-

.7 Mr. Ramborty, an ex-schoolmaster,
having been assistant teacher at the
Railway Indian School and at present
a member of the Pheenix settlement.
. He has,been studying for the Durban
‘ Feachers’ School certificate.  He was
born in Natal and is about 26 years
old:
Mr. Pragji Khandubhai Dlesai was
“serving as book-keeper to an Indian
fifm at Harding. 1leis about 25 and

ir

Mr. Tulsi Jutha Soni, about 3o

| years of age, is an old Transvaal re-

sident.

Mr. Lssop Moosa Kolia, about 35
years of age, is an old Transvaal resi:
" dent.
| Mr. Kara Nanji Soni, age 335, is an
L old Trausvaal resident.

Mr. Mahabeer Ramden, popularly
known as Rajcoomar, is colonial-horn,
about 22 years old and was educated
at. the toria Street School. He

Tamils, theree ;l‘:;lhaneub three
Gujarati Hindus three Gujarati
Mr, accompanied ‘the

m' ( with him Mr. Gandhi's
third apd minor son owing to' his ill-
‘Refyeshmients for the journey were
provided by- Messrs. Dayal Ramjee,
A Bhoola, B. U. Patel, Dayal
Keshay, J. Ralpat, K. Jivan aod
Natha Naran.

Arrival in Jokannesburg

| Monday, 14th March

The Passive Resisters from Nuatal
| erossed the Border unchallerged

had no instrictions to arrest them.

PASSIVE RESISTANCE RECRUITS

RRESTED IN JOHANNESBURG

" Ernest and  David Marie from
- Johanpesburg, and a new recruit in
i the person of Mr. Sale . Ebrahim
| Patel, who is an old ‘I'ransvaal resi-
dent but who, baving_ applied for

| registration, has not been registered.

| They were met at Charlestown and
| Volksrust as also Starderton by the
' local Indianee

On reaching Jobannesburg early in
the morning they were met at the
station by Imam Saheb, Mr. Abdul
Kadir Bawazeer, and were entertained
by bim at his bouse.

“The recrvits have been taken over

{to commence hawking immediately
and are to support themselves
by #ach labour.

by Mr. Gandhl |

A special telegram to the Nala/
daercury from its Johannesburg cor-
ge?ondent on Thursday states : —

he Government have taken steps
to arrest the Indians who came into
the Transvaal with Mr. Gandhi on
Sunday morning, and all are under
+ order of deportation, and are being
deported to Natal. These men are
vither éducated Indians or pre-war
residents. Mr. Gandhi ‘told the Star
‘representative this morning that the
Indians had ‘come to Johannesburg,
not to assert their personal rights,
but to take part in the struggle, They
will return, and be re-arrested at
Volksrust, and imprisoned. The bal-
| ance will be arrested in a few days,

“I do not know,” said Mr. Gandhi,
“why the Governwent do not arrest
| me. I ireely admit that I am instru-
mental in bringing these men and

introducing thgm into the Colony,

and 1t has really been suggested that
| in bringing them into the Colony I
am supposed to commit a breach of

|

The Immigration Oflicer, who hoarded | the Immigration Law, in that [ aid
the train at Volksrust, said that he  and abet prohibited immigrants to

| enter the Colony, Personally 1do

has left employment to join the | The party was joined at Charlestown | not consider these Indians to be pro-

struggle.

i by Messrs. Caclalia, Vaja, David

| hibited immigrants at all,

PresSs Clipping on the recruitment of passive resisters, 19 March 1910
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Dated the 16th May 1910. Serial No. 46.

¥From—H. 8. L. Porax, Esq., 7-10 Elphinstone Circle, Fort, Bombay,

! ‘To—The Secretary tothe Government of india, Department of Commerce and Indus-
try, Simla.

- I have the honour to bring to the notice of the Government of India the fol-
lowing facts, which should finally dispose of any doubts as to the bona fides of
the Transvaal authorities regarding their allegations that they are not in a posi-
tion to identify Asiatics who do not on demand, produce registration certificates,
and their right, accordingly, to deport such Asiatics as are prohibited immigrants.

2. Mr. Leung Quinn is the Chairman of the Transvaal Chinese Association.
Like British Indians the Chinese are also subjected to the Transvaal’s anti-Asiatic
legislation, and like them, too, many Chinese have become passive resisters. Mr.
Auinn is one of these.

3. Mr. Quinn was one of the first Asiatics to be arrested in 1907 and he was
one of the imprisoned Asiatics, who on behalf of their respective communities,
signed: the written memorandum embodying some of the terms of the compromise
arrived at in ‘1908, ;

4. Many of Mr. Quinn’s compatriots when they learnt that he had agreed
to voluntary registration, and that he had promised to induce-as many as possible
of his fellow countrymen to identify themselves by voluntarily giving the full

-tally of finger impressions, as had Mr. Gandhi, felt that he had betrayed their
cause, since they had, in Jarge numbers, taken a solemn oath not to give 18 finger
impressions. Mr. Quinn pointed out to them that it would be for them to give
these or not at their own pleasure. His life was in the gravest danger, however,
and I am not sure if he did not even receive police protection. It is within my
knowledge that he was compelled to seek refuge in the Chinese Consulate. He
had determined to abide by his undertaking with the Government, and himself

" gave the 18 finger impressions as a voluntary act, and other means of identifica-
tion for which he was thanked by the authorities. Eventually most of his com-
petriots compromised the matter by giving two thumb prints.

5. Mr. Quinn’s voluntary registration was subsequently validated by the
Registration Act of 1908. : ;

6. When it became evident that the Transvaal Government were not prepared
to repeal the objectionable law of 1907 and were intent upon retaining the racial
exclusion provisions of existing legislation, Mr. Quinn at once protested and when
he found that the protest of his compatriots were ignored, he destroyed the regis-
traiion certificate which he held to have been delivered to him through breach of
faith. This action, of course, did not de-registcr him, for full particulars of his
identification were on official record, including certain disfiguring scars indicating
a terrible accident that had occured to Mr. Quinn some years ago.

7. When a further attempt at a settlement was arrived at in August-Septem-

~ber of 1908, Mr. Quinn was specially sent for by General Smuts to represent the
Chinese community in the negotiztion. Mr. Quinn is personally known to Gen-
eral Smuts, to Sir Percy Fitz Patrick, one of the opposition leaders, to the Regis-
trar of Asiatics with whom he has at various times had prolonged interviews and
to the police officer who has on certain occasions effected his arrest. :

8. Mr. Quinn has been three times, at least, imprisoned as a passive resister,
‘and has on each occasion given complete means of identification under the gaol.
regulation.. In addition Mr. Quinn is personally known to various Magistrates
and to the Chinese Consul-General (thot gh the latter has no longer been in Johan-
nesburg). Numerous prominent Huropeans incliding Mr. Willam Hosken,
E/L.A;, and several Christian Ministers are well acquamted with him.

9. Mr. Quinn is legally in exactly the same position as Mr. Gandhi yet where-
as for certain reasons, the latter has not been molested since his return to the
Transvaal from England, Mr. Quinn has just become the victim of an order of
deportation. : o T

- C341C. &L

_ A letter from H.S.L. Polak apprising Government of India on the issue
relating to the identification of Asiatics, 16 May 1910




Dated Simla, the 27th May 1910.
From—His Excellency the Viceroy,
To—His Majesty’s Secretary of State for India.

Our telegram of 18th instant. Deportation of sixty British Indians from
Transvaal. We are receiving numerous protests against action of Transvaal
- Government. Accounts are being published of neglect and want of proper food
and medical treatment on boardship. With regard to this we are asking Bombay
Government to make enquirics. gon:bay Government have objected on sani-
tary grounds to destitute persons being landed in Bombay and have strongly
represented serious political effect in India of action of Transvaal Government.
They have also informed us that another batch of Indians is about to be deported
and have asked us to use every means possible to prevent further deportations of
e thissort. Even if Transvaal Government is acting within legal rights, their action
appears to us harsh and impolitic. Further depertations will intensify strong
feeling already existing in India on the subject and will greatly increase difficulty
of ‘settling whole question of position of Inditms in South Africa. We would
strongly urge that further deportations sheuld bé suspended pending enquiries
regarding action of Transvaal Government which are no doubt being made.

4 : 3 | : O - N

Serial No. 50. ~

A ; : ; e | ; :
. Atelegram from Viceroy to Secretary of State for India on the issue of deportation of Asiatics, 27 May 1910
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< A_le_ttérjfrom Honorary Secretary, All | »
inflicted on the co-religionist in Transvaal, 12 January 1910 -

= PROCEEDINGS OF THE L
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY, MAY 1910.

Position of British Indians in the Transvaal. { Pro. No. 8

Anpex. 1. 2
The All-Indian Moslem League, London Branch, to Colonial Office,
42, Queen Anne's Chambers,
Broadway, Westminster, S. W.,
12th January 1910.

T'am directed by the Committee of the All-India Moslem League, London
to submit, for the consideration of the Right Hon. the
ate for the Colonies, the Zollowing remarks concerning the treatment
ir co-religionists who are undergoing and have undergone imprisonment in
ansvaal, by way of protest against the indignities they consider they are
to, under the Registration Laws of that Colony,
The great majority of our countrymen in the Transyaal belong to the Mo-
hammadan faith, and the Mohammadans are, we understand, the wealthiest
and most influential section of the Indian community. They are principally
‘merchants and shopkeepers, and have all without exception been domiciled in
the Transvaal since a long while antecedent to the annexation.

In common with our non-Moslem countrymen, the Mohammadan com-
munity regard the terms of the Registration Laws and the Immigration Law
of the vaal as ing and insulting to themselves and their fellow-
countrymen in India, and although the Europeans of the Colony may feel
justified in the course they have adopted on the plea of expepdiency, my
Committee fail to see how any other conclusion than that arrived at by our
fellow countrymen is possible.

In common with other Indian communities, the Moslem Indians of
the Tranvaal have elected to suffer the penalties of the law in fulfilment o

“an oath solemnly taken in public when the
with this invidious legislation, with the object of a
feelings and sense of justice of their fellow-colonist of Kuropean They
do not complain of the action of the Transvaal Government in enforcing the

nities were thr

law they have devised, but they feel that they are entitled to the protection of -

the Imperial Government against unnecessary hardship inflicted in its enforce-
ment. X

/

St

ok A

ppealing to the better :

\

My Committee learn that during their®terms of imprisonment, our
co-religionists have been subjected to gratuitous harsh treatment, which th
construe as being an attempt on the part of the authorities unfairly to bre:{
down the passive resistance. For instance, for a long time porridge
served out to them was mixed with animal fat, and recently during the sacred
month of Ramazan, Mohammadan prisoners were refused facilities for
observing the fast.

My Committee observe that recently in reply to Lord Lamington in the
House of Lords, the Secretary of State adopting the view of the Transvaal
Colonial Secretary, gave the that our holy law permitted Mohamma-
dans so circumstanced to avoid the observance of the fast, andto observe it at
a subsequent date. My Committee respectfully submit this to be an incorrect
representation of the Mussulman religious law, as it is only in case of serious
illness, and whilst travelling Moslems are allowed to keep the fast at some
other time. :

ey

Apart from the remarks hereinbefore ex d, my Coms do not
propase to discuss the merits or demerits of the Transvaal Legislation. = But
they regard it their duty as X subjects of the Crown to call attention, in the
interests of the Empire, to intense ing of indignation and sense of

i i treatment of their fellow-countrymen in the South

African Colonies is arousing among all classes of the Indian people, a feeling
that is being utilised by the enemies of British rule in India to foment disaffec-
tion. %

: My Committee are also concerned that in the course of the campaign
started with the object of breaking down the resistance of our fellow country-
men to a law which they consider to be degrading, unfair pressure wor
appear to have been put upon them by ignoring or over-nding religious
scruples and requirements, which in the case of the Mohammadans are the most
sacred things in life.

Speaking with-a full sense of their responsiblity, my Committee feel con-

strained to say that unless the lot of HisMajesty’s Indian subjects settled in

_ South Africa, which is as much a part of His Majesty’s dominions as India,
is ameliorated, and that without delay, it will add greatly to the difficulties
with which the Indian Governments stands confronted. 3

1 have, ete.,
8. ZAHURAHEMAD,
= Honorary Secretary.
The Under Secretary of State, 5 :
) Colonial Offiee. ) e

z 4
1Y | i)
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ndia Muslim League, London branch protesting agéinst th\e indignities -




STATEMENT.

British Indians will be satisfied if Act 2 of 1907 is repealed, and the Fmmi-
gration Act is so amended as to enable any Asiatic immigrants of culture to
enter the Colony on precisely the same terms as Europeans and without the
necessity for complying with any Registration Act. This amendment will
allow the Immigration officer the fullest discretion as to the mode of setting the
education test and will give the power to the Governor in Council o frame
regulations limiting the number of immigrants belonging to different classes
or races, even though they may have passed the education test. So far as
Asiatics are concerned, no amendment of the Immigration Act would be
necessary, were it not for the presence of the second Asiatic Act passed in 1908.
The amendment giving the Governor in Council the power to make the regula-
tions in the manner above referred to meets the objection that the administra-
tion of the law would be so different from its wording. 8o long as
a limited number of ( say, up to six ) British Indians of culture are
admitted into the Colony per year under the education test, British Indians
will be satisfied. The granting of these two concessions will finally close the
struggle, and remove the question from the arena of Indiam politics. The
educated Indians who have entered the Transvaal will then retire, and claim
to enter, if at all, under the general test. .

M. K. GAﬁDm.

- ’\\

A statement of M.K. Gandhi on fhe issue of repeal of Immigration Act No.2 of 1902, 6 January 1910 -




Enclosure 2 in above.
Mr. Gandhi to General Manager, Central South African Railways.

21%24, Court Chambers,
_ Rissik Street, Johannesburg.
SIR, - 12th April 1910.

On behalf of Mr. Cachalia and myself, I beg to thank you for your letter
of the 11th instant, containing a summary of the understanding arrived at
yesterday between your Department and Mr. Cachalia and myself represent-
ing the British Indian Association. The summary given by you correctly
sets forth the position; and, on behalf of my colleagues and myself, T beg to
tender our thanks to you for the conciliatory manner in which you have met
the representations of my Association in the matter of the gazetted regula-
tions which have formed the subject matter of the correspondence between
your Department and my Association.

~ Whilst T acknowledge that the smooth working of the arrangement will

depend upon the self-restraint that may be exercised by the British Indians,

it is no less dependent upon the tact and the goodwill of the officials in charge

of the regulation of passenger traffic. In conclusion, I trust that the Trans-

- vaal and the Orange River Colony Governments and the Railway Board wiil

accept your recommendation, and that the regulations complained of will be
repealed and replaced by those set forth in your letter under reply.

I have, etc.,

; M. K. GANDH]I,

Hon, Secretary, British Indian Association
- The General Manager, - _

~ Central South African Railways, ;
' Johannesburg. | ' - //

.R'e_ply from Gandhiji to General Manager, Central South African Railways
on the issue of regulations relating to conveyance of Indians in Transvaal,
' 12 April 1910
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Enclosure No. 3 in above.
General Manager, Central South African Railways, to Mr. Gandhi,

General Manager’s Office,
S1R, : Johannesburg, 16th April 1910.

I BEG to thank you for the courtesy of your letter of the 12th instant. I
quite recognise that the smooth working of the new regulations is dependent

not only upon the British Indian community, but also upon the conduct and
goodwill of the officials in charge of ‘the control of passenger traffic on these
railways. You may rest assured that we shall do our best to ensure the
observance by our staff of the spirit you have mentioned, and that if any case
is brought to notice where such is not manifested, the official or officials res-
ponsible will be suitably dealt with.

I have, etc., :
. W. W. HOY,

for General Manager.

M. K. Gandhi, Esq., Hon. Secretary,
British Indian Association.

A Comparative statement of
coloured persons, 16 April 1910

Enclosure No. 4 in above.

Conveyance of Coloured Persons,

Regulations at present in force.

921. Coloured persons, whether
African or Asiatic, will only be
allowed to travel in ‘third-class or
native carriages or compartments,
subject to the exceptions in the
next r:fu]ation contained.

Third-class tickets shall not be
issued to white persons for journeys
between Transvaal stations.

2992, Coloured persons of the
better class, whether male or
female, who from their demeanour,
attire, and cleanliness are evidently

. fitted to be allowed to travel in a

first or second-class compartment,
may, if they so desire, be allowed
to travel in a first or second-class
compartment on payment of the
ordinary fare for such class of
carriage; provided, however, that
they may only travel in the com-
partment or compartments on the
train specially reserved for coloured

persons and for that purpose

marked “ Reserved.”
Emigntios—=3

'}

it is d to substi therefor.

221. It shall be lawful for the
General Manager, where practi-
cable, to set apart different com-
partments on trains for passengers
of different races, and passen-
gers for whom the compartments
are so reserved shall travel only in
such compartments and no other,
nor will any other compartment
be considered available. Such
compartment shall be marked
“ Reserved.”

222. It shall be competent for
the guard or the conductor or any
other railway official to remove
passengers from one compartment
to another without giving any
reason therefor.

the existing and proposed regulations of con{evance for
: P s/
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Position of Indians in Transvaal. [ Pro.No.4

Annex 1.

South African British Indian Committee to Colonial Office.
~No. 15624.
5, Pump Court, Temple, E.C.,

23rd May 1910,
S,

I A desired by my Committee to invite the attention of the Secretary of
. State to further complaints concerning the treatment of British Indian passive
" resistanee prisoners in the Diepkloof Transvaal Gaol recently communicated to
them by the Transvaal British Indian Association. Both Mr. Thambi Naidoo
and Mr. Medh, who were recently released from Diepkloof Gaol, complained
bitterly that the diet scale is so meagre as to amount to partial starvation.
Mr. Medh eom];lliained frequently that he was losing weight, and the medical
co)

officer ignored his complaints until three weeks before his release, and when it
was found that he hmf) lost no less than 25 lbs., then only was the quantity
of food increased.

Y, That the diet scale is inadequate is evidenced, my Committee submit, by
5 . the fact that out of 72 Asiatic prisoners 18 had to receive an increase in
: food supply. ;

: Complaints are also made that, as compared with last winter, the quanticeti‘y

- of clothing and of bedding supplied to these prisoners has been seriously reduced,

and that this in a corrugated iron building srected at a high altitude, as is

Diepkloof Prison, entails great suffering to men naturally accustomed to a low(?
high) temperature. '

Mr. Sorabji complains that during his last term of imprisonment he was

iven heavy labour tasks to perform which were quite beyond his strength,

in spibe of the fact that he was, to the knowledge of the medical officer,

suffering from rupture and dislocation of one of his arms and from acceleration

_of theheart. Only after this had gone on some time did the medical officer give

instructions that Mr. Sorabji was not to be put upon any heavy work or to

be made to carry any weight. Mr. Sorabji’s protest resulted in his punishment

~for “breach of discipline ” by his being put upon spare diet. The lighter

work he was subsequently given to do was the cleaning of the water-closets.
1 am to express the hope that these matters will receive attention and
form the subject of investigation by the Secretary of State at His Lordship’s
very earliest convenicnce.

I have, ete.,
g2 L. W. RITCH,
A
. Honorary Secretary.
-~ ’ .
The Under Secretary of State,
Colonial Office.

A letter from Honorary Secretary South African British Indian Committee
-on the treatment of British Indian Passive Resisters prisoners in the
~ TransvaalJail, 23 May 1910

=
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Ko. 6 Dated Bombay, the 30th August 1910. g File No. *9. 5?
From—H. 8. L. PoLax, Esq., 7, Elphinstone Circle, Fort, Bombay, Serial No. 42.

To—The Secretary to the Government of India, Department of Commerce and In-
dustry, Simle.
T have the honour to report to you the receipt by me to-day of the following
eablegram from the British Indian Association of the Transvaal :—

“Jordan gave judgment Asiatic minors not born Transvaal nor resident
commencement Act 36 prohibited immigrants attaining majority. Deci- .
sion affects hundreds innocent children. Created stir. >

2. The interpretation of the above message appears to be as follows. The Act
36 of 1908 came into force in August or September of that year. Those who
registered under it had the names of their minor sons endorsed on their certificates,
whether they were at that time resident in the Transvaal or not. Registration
was undertaken in the full belief and understanding that it covered these minor
sons, especially as the law specifically requires the latter, upon attaining their
majority, at 16 years, to submit themselves for registration.

3. It now seems that Mr. H. H. Jordan, a Transvaal Magistrate, acting in his
administrative capacity, has decided that such a minor, having reached the age of
16 years, is not entitled to a certificate of registration, and is therefore liable to
deportation as a prohibited immigrant. :

4. The Transvaal Indian community are naturally startled at this quite unex-

- pected action of the administration, whose effects will be to drive hundreds of
“young lads from their homes, break out families, and imperil business. :
; 5. It may be added that this decision, which appears to be administrative, is
(upon that assumption) unappealable, and will affect the minor sons of all the
eight thousand Indians that had their voluntary registration validated by Act 36
of 1&;08, if the said sons were not, at the time of the law’s enforcement, in the Trans-
vaal. :

6. The Transvaal Government’s action is a distinct breach of faith, and is, I
have reason to believe, illegal also. It is without doubt that they are doing their
utmost, by every possible means, to decimate the resident Indian community.
I write to request that' the Government of India will be pleased to institute tele-
graphic inquiries and endeavour to avoid the perpetration of a grave scandal.

A letter from H.S.L. Polak reacting on the issue of Asiatic minors not born
inthe Transvaal, 30 August 1910
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SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 10TH, 1910,

Negidered as a Newspaper
Prick Thkrereacx

A COROLLARY OF MODERN CIVILIZATION

' THE CRIME OF COLOUR IN THE TRANSVAAL

E take from the Kand Daily

Mail the following report

by Mr. 8. C. Steil, Chair-

man of the West Rand Board, on the

working of the Education Act regard-

ing the admission of coloured children
to the public schools :—

He says: “The nccessity for obtain-
ing, if possible, a consistent manner
of dealing with this involved and
important question throughout the |
Witwatersrand West is my object in
laying before you the difficultics con |

no’ middle course open to those
responsible for _its administration.
This position would have been
accepted if such a definition had
been included in the preamble of
the Act. The section referred to
(29), which is the only one dealing
throughout the Act with this thorny
question, is: % No child or person
rhall be admitted to or allowed to
remain a pupil of any school, class or

or IV, of this Act, and the duty of

nected with the subject as they appear | carrying out the provisions of this |

to me. More frequently than formally [ scetion shall be with the Board or
the Board will bé called on to exercise | with the governing or managing body
the authority granted, under Section | established under Seetion 73.”
29 of the Act, 10 exclude or receive i
certain children for education, 1 ktiun before the present Board were
~this be so, it is imperative that a | considered by their predecessors in
definite line of action should be \ office.  Attempt was made to obtain
determined and followed in all in-  a definition of the term “colour”
stances. Several statutes exist in the | from the Department, but this was
Transvaal which deal with the status | not forthcoming, and no effort appears
of “white” and *coloured” persons, | to have been made to assist those who
but in the majority, if not in all | are endeavouring to faithfully carry
instances, a definition of this all- | out the administration of the Edu-
important point is conspicuous by | cation Act. Boards are to be left to
its absence, the onus of interpretation | rely entirely upon themselves in

| institution mentioned in chapters 111

|

‘rl'lc H
circumstances which bring this ques- |

authority is given to the Board to
require the parents to appear before
it, nor is the Board ‘entitled to enter
upon any premises or (uestion parents
as to their mode of living, Its deci-
sion must be based on the child
itsell,  It, therefore, scems it was the
deliberate intention of the framers of
the Act to coostitute “colour” as
the determining factor, irrespective of
the parents or respectability of the
child, manner of living, ete. Not only
will the child be placed under a rer-
tain stigma, but its present educational
future niay be jeopardised, and future
social position affected by reason of
the interpretation placed on a certain
clausc of the Act by a purely local
body., It sbkould not be overlooked
that the **white " is originally respon-
sible for the presence of the * colour-
ed,” and any disabilities imposed
fall on one absolutely irresponsible
for its existence. It is, moreover,
beyond question that a coloured child
may be born of parents who personally
are beyond reproach in this respect,
and worse again a colcured child may
be found in a family, the other mem-
bers of which are absolutely white.

falling upon the unfortunate individual | decidi
of lady called upon to administer the
Act, If, therefore, those responsible
- for the drafting or framing of the laws
find their task too difficult to even
attempit, it follows that *colour” as
*“ colour ” unreservedly is not 1o be
taken as a test—pure and simple—
therefore it would not create a
precedgnt if the School Board accept-
ed circumstances as it finds them in
many instances, which are undoubt-
edly that a taint of colour does not
constitute a * coloured man.” The
following of this course might be
considered as shirking the issue,
which it undoubtedly is, and it may
be argued that as the Education Act
deals with the children on whom the
future of the country will greatly
depend, Section 29 of the Act was
designedly drafted in such simple

this question, with the result
that a ‘child may be considered
“ white” in one school district, and
coloured in another, a truly happy
state of affairs in which to ' have one
of the most important social problems
Lof the country. I would sugzest that
'if it be not possible to lay down any
general principle suitable for the
whole Province, an attempt should
be made by the three Witwatersrand
Boards to lay the foundation for
concerted action as far as the Wit-
watérsrand is concerned. As pre-
viously mentioned the wording of
section 29 is particularly clear as far
words are concerned,
but & doubt is bound to arise in the

Are you, under the circumstances,
prepared to enforce clause 29 literally ?
Dealing with the every day life ol
South Africa, it is evident that the
presence of colour does not debar the
individual from social intercourse
with * whites, ” thereiore the Board
would not be creating a precedent if
it departed from the actual wording of
clause 29, and endeavoured to ascer-
tain before it decided that the primary
schools of the district should be closed
to a child where the home life and
surroundings were white, If the Board
decides that such an interpretation
would be beyond its powers, and that
it will during its term of oflice, under-

and unambiguous language as to leave

mind of anyone who has lived in | take to literally entorce the Act.
South Africa any time, whether it is
intended that a liberal i tation
shall be placed t It should
not be overlooked, however, that no

A pre}s clipping of the Indian Opinion on the Crime of Color in Transvaal,

10 September, 1910
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COUNT TOLSTOY AND PASSIVE RESISTANCE

A MESSAGE TO THE TRANSVAAL INDIANS

E have received for publica-
tion the f(ollowing transla-
tion of a recent letter of

‘Count Tolstoy's to Mr, Gandhi :—
Kotchety, Russia, Sept. 7, rgie.
I received your journal, and was
pleased to learn all containéd therein
concerning the passive resisters. And
I felt like telling you all the thoughts

which that reading called up in me.
The longer | live, and especially
now, when I vividly feel the nearness
of death, I want to tell others what I
feel so particularly clearly and what
to my mind is of great importance—
namely, that which is called passive
resistance, but which is in reality no-

_thing else than the teaching of love

uncorrupted by false interpretations.
That love-—i.e., the striving for the
union of human souls and the activity
derived from this strivi) the

highest and only law of human life,

and in the depth of his soul every
human being (as we most clearly see
.li‘n children) feels and knows this'; he
nows this until he is entangled
the flalse teachi of M‘M
imed by all-—by

Greek and Roman sages of the world.
.1 think this law was most clearly ex-
pressed by Christ, who plainly said
that ““in this only is all the law and
the prophets.” But besides this, fore-
seeing the corruption to which this

+ law is and may be subject, he straight-

way pointed out the danger of its
corruption, which i natural to people
who live Tn worldly interests, the
danger namely, which justifies the
delence of these interests by the use

' ol lorce; or, as he said, * with blows

to mnswer blows, by force to take
Lack things usurped,” etc. . He knew,
as every sensible man must know,
that the use bf force is incompatible
with love as the fundamental law of
 life, that as seon as violence is per-
mitted, in whichever it may be,
the insufficiency of the of love is
acknowledged, and by this the very

-and that the people of the Christian
‘world  have solemnly accepted this

present asked the girls questions on
civilisation, so brilliant. outwardly, | the Commandments; and especially
grew up on this self-evident and | on the sixth. After a correct answer,
strange misunderstanding and con- | the bishop generally put another ques-
tradiction, sometimes conscious, but | tion, whether murder was always in
mostly unconscious. all cases forbidden by God's law, and
In reality, as soon as force was ad- | the unhappy young ladies were forced
mitted into love there was no more, | by previous instruction to answer,
and there could be no more love as | “ Not always "—that murder was per-
the law of life, and as there was no | mitted in war and in execution of
law of love, there was no law at ali, | criminals. Stiil, when one of these
except violence—i.e., the power ol | unfortunate young ladies (what T am
the strongest, So lived Christian | telling 18 not an invemtion, but a fact
humanity tor 19 centuries. It is true | told me by an eye-witness), after her
that in all times people were guided | first answer, was asked the usual
by violence in arranging their lives. | question, il killing were always sinful,
The difference between the Christian | she, agitated and blushing, decisively
nations and all other nationhs is only | answered “always” and to all the
that hristian world the law of | usual sophisms of the bishop she an-
love was expressed clearly and defi- | swered with decided conviction, that
nitely, whereas it was not so express- | killing always was forbidden in the
ed in any other religious teaching, [ Old Testament and forbidden by
ian | Christ, not only killing, but even
every wrong against a brother. Not-
law, whilst at the same time they have -Hnandh:g:ll his grandeur and art
tted violence, and built their | of speech, bishop became silent
ives on violence, and that is why the | and the girl remained victorious.
whole life of the Christian peoples is | Ves, we can talk in our newspapers
a continuous contradiction between | of the progress of aviation, of com-
that which they professand the princi- | plicated diplomatic relations, of differ-
ples on which they order their lives— | ent clubs and conventions, of unions
a contradiction between love accepted | of different kinds, of so-called pro-
as the law of life and violence which | ductions of art, and keep silent about
is recognised and praised, acknow- | what that young lady said. But it
ledged even as a necessity in different | cannot be passed over in silence, be-
phases of life, such as thm« of | cause it is felt, more or less dimly,
rulers, courts and armies. is con- | but always felt by every man in the
tradiction always grew with the de-| Christian world. Socizlism, com-
-velopment of the people of the Chris- | munism, anarchism, Salvation Army,
aaumld.and lelu'ﬁle,h reached the mmlm-ﬂma i lz;
ighest stage. question now uxury - ri
evidently stands thus: either to ad- | and misery of the poor, the alarming];
mit that we do not recognise any re- | increasing number of suici
ligio-moral teaching and we guide | these are the signs of that internal
ourselves in arranging our lives only | contradiction which must be solved
by power of the stronger, or that all our | and cannot remain unsolved. And
compulsory taxes, court and police | of course solved in the sense of ac-.
establishments, but mainly our armies, | knowledging the law of love and
_mult"_buabol.ichod._ * | denying violence,

law is denied. The whole Christian

A‘me§age of Tolstoy to the Transvaal Indians published in Indian Opinion,

26 November 1910
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7 T desire to contribute a second sum of
Rs.25,000/~ in aid of the Indian struggle im the Transvaal.

About this time last year I was happy

to give a similar-sum, and since then nearly a lakh of --
Rupees have been Subseribed by our countrymen in different
parts of India, to-wards the heavy expense of maintaining
this most unequed straggle. This 13 ﬂi\.‘-‘:?f_ satisfactory
as far as it goes, but it is not Juufm. Indeed when I =---
thi.nk of the vast Il.t:ulu of this question, and the mag-
nificent stand which a handful of our countrymen in the -
Transvaal have made and are making for the honour of our
NMotherland, I feel constrained teo say that the support which
India has so far lent to her briive sons and daughters in -
= . their herofc and most righteous struggle in a distant lend,

has not been adequate. -
But 1t 1s not entugh to hope. We must also show that

 we are am.;\mmm
7 Therefors T thfak 1¢ 16 the clear dufy of all e
/ Indtene ot this Junctare to do what 1106 in -p-;%""
[ give those who are engaged in this supremely important ---
struggle the confident feeling that the vigourous and sus-
- tained support both material and moral of their countrymen in
India is behind them. If the cheque which I enclese herein
will in eny degree be instrumental in giving you and your
L fellow-workers this feeling, my objeet in sending it will
have been accomplished.
Yours Sincerely,

S8 RiTow it

Ry : ’ ,
X ,? nAg ¢ Mﬂ/bry; A )Vl'{)“#‘(/h\, gj‘ ‘3“}“ At

2 F/u 7’5“0{,"?.---2*-'\.4\_»’«.6. fx,rm__\_g, A PRy e 1 OE

LIl v acin< .

An extract from the letter of Ratan Tata contributing a sum of Rs.25,000/-
" inthe aid of Indian Struggle in Transvaal
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INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS

SIR WILLIAM WEDDERBURN ON THE TRANSVAAL STRUGGLE

ROM the Indian papers to hand

by the last mail, we learn that,

i his presidential address to

the Indian National Congress, held at

| Allahabad, at the end of December,

Sir William Wedderburn, in referring

to the South African Indian question,

-and especially to the Transvaal trou-
ble, said :—

A good illustration of what may be
achieved by the Hindus and Mahome-
dans standing shoulder to shoulder
in the service of India is supplied by
the latest news from South Africa.

" Here, il anywhere, the Indian cause
appeared to have arrayed against it
overwhelming odds.. But thanks to
the determined stand made by the
Indian community under the splendid
gencralship of Mr. Gandhi, the long
night seems to be drawing to a close
and we already see the faint glimmer-
ings of a new dawn. There is no
doubt that the manner in which the
people of India, without distinction of
race or creed, have come forward to
support their suffering brethren in the

* Transvaal, has made an impression on

both the lmpena! and the South Afri-
can Governments.

South African Resolution

~’ Resolution VIL related to the pos- |

__ition of Indians in the Colonies and
ran as follows :—
“ This Congress expresses its great
admiration of the intense iotism,
. courage and self-sacrifice of the Indi-
ans in the Transvaal—Mahomedan
and Hindu, Zoroastrian and Christian
.—who, heroically suffering persecution
in the interests of their countrymen,
,re carrying on their peaceful and
selfless struggle lor elementary civil
rights against heavy and overwhelming
odds. And it urges the Imperial
Government to adopt a firm and de-
cisive attitude on the question so as
" to remove a great source of discontent
amongst the people of India.

( banquet, on the South African sit-

“This Congress begs earnestly to
press upon the Government ot India
the necessity ol prohibiting the recruit- |
ment of indentured Indian labour for
any portion of the South African
Union, and of dealing with the author-
ities there in the same manner in
which the latter deal with Indian in-
terests, so long as they adhere to the
selfish and one-sided policy which
they proclaim and practise, and persist
in their present course of denying to
his Majesty’s Indian subjects their just

‘rights as citizens of the Empire.

M’

THE DUKE OF CONNAUGHT
On Prospective Settlement

Reuter, telegraphing on the 3oth { |
ulto., tfrom London, states that the
Duke of Connaught, in the course
of his speech, at the Guildhall

uation, said that wnless he were
much mistaken, there would be
an early adjustment of the vexed
question of the position of Jn-
dians.

“ This Congress protests against the
declaration of responsible statesmen’
in favour of allowing the self-govern-
ing colonies in the British Empire to
monopolise vast undeveloped territor-
ies for exclusive White settlement and
deems it its duty to point out that the
pollcy of shutting the door in these
ferritories and denying the rights of
full British citizenship to all Asiatic ‘
subjects of the British Crown, while
preaching and enlorcing the opposite
policy of the open door in Asia, is |
fraught with grave mischiel to the
Empire and is as unwise as it is un-
righteous.”

A pres:{ clipping from the Indian Opinion reporting the
Presidential Address by Sir Wiliam Wedderburn in Indian
National Congress on the Transvaal Struggle, 4 February 1911




No. 6—VoL. 9

Saroruav, FEBRUARY 11TH, 19I1.

lc%h‘u- Newapaper

The PROTECTOR HELPS to RECRUIT

EFFECT OF PROHIBITION ON THE TRANSVAAL

HE [Parliamentary correspond- |
‘ent of the 'Natal Mercury

wrote from Capetown, last |
week, as follows 1 —

A petition to Parliament on the
part of the whole body of the Natal
sugar planters is in preparation in
Durban. A detail with regard to the |
indentured labour position which may |
not be generally known is that the
planters were recently circularised
from the Immigration Department,
with the suggestion that, in conse-
quence of the probable difficulty ol
recruiting labourers in India, owing
to the good season there recently, the
employers should despatch sirdars
from their estates to the recruiting |
areas in order to stimulate the engage- |
ment of the coolies.  This has been |
acted upon by many of the employers,
but the result is not expected to be
very striking.  One experienced esti-
mate is that the number of coolies
brought over under the indenture now
being executed will not exceed 2,300,
to be distributed among a greater
number of applicants than has ruled
for some time. The action of the
authorities in thus seeming to permit
the indentured labour employers to
assist the increase of the Asiatic
population of the country is calculated
to ecxcite possibly adverse criticism
from quarters in which the labour
position in Natal is not understood ;

intervene with the Indian authorities,
the Government have sympathetically
applied themselves to the examination
of the problem in Natal created by
the Indian Council's decision, and
it appears that they are doing what
they can to help the interests of the
planters. A matter which has been
somewhat closely discussed in Natal
circles lately is whether the Ministry,
«either by their own voluntary action
or through political e, may
intervene, and stop re-indenturing at
the expiration of the five-year contract

TR IR

Why the Viceroy Stops
Indentured Labour

IN the Imperial Legislative Coun-
cil, Calcutta, on the 3rd ulto., the
Hon. Mr. Robertson, Secretary for
Commerce and Industry, said :—
“With your Excellency's permis:
sion, I rise to make a statement on
the question of Indentured Emi-
gration to Natal. The Council
will remember that, in July last, a
Bill was passed empowering the
Governor-General-in-Council todis-
continue emigration to any country
to which emigration is lawlul, if he
has reason to believe that sufficient
grounds exist for prohibiting emi-
gration. The Governor-General-in
Council has had under his consid-
eration the question of discontinu-
ing the indentured emigration to
Natal, and he has arrived at the
decision that emigration to that
country should no longer be per.
mitted. The decision has been
taken in view of the unsatisfactory
position which has been created by
the divergence between the Indians'
and the colonists’ standpoints, and
by the absence of any guarantee

|l that the Indians will be accepted
but, although they have declined to |

as t citizens of the South
Adfrican Union the expiration
of their indentures. In these cir-
cumstances, the Governor-General-
in-Council is satisfied that emigra-
tion to Natal should be discontin-
ued, as he cannot allow the present
unsatisfactory situation to be per-
petuated. He, therefore, proposes
to publish a notification, in April
next, prohibiting indentured emi-
gration to Natal, with effect from
the 1st July, 1911.”

L 0h D "
Y- G Lo oh
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_period now being arranged with the
| labourer ; but the planters appear to
be in no swate of anxiety regarding
this, owing to the terms of the engage-
- ment under which the labourers came
over. The proposals which the Natal
! members are lormulating for the better
organisation of the pative labour
! supply in Natal are still in course of
development, but it is probable, in
| view of the growing stringency of the
labour position in. Natal, that the
| Government will be pressed to close
! down the whole of the Province for
| recruiting natives to go to Johannes-
| burg.  The speculations which attach
to this and other possibilities regard-
| ing the supply of labour to the mines
. are of increasing force and interest,

[NoTteE: Whatever contracts are
now being entered into in India are
of the usual kind and for five years
only. - They contain no obligation,
on the part of the labourer to re-inden-
ture at the expiry of the first period,
and the conditions of all contracts are
countersigned by an official of the
Government of the various Provinces
in India in'which recruitment takes
place. It is scarcely likely, in view
of the action contemplated by the
Government of India in the near
future, that sanction will be given to
any new conditions. The proposals
to close Natal entirely as a recruiting
ground for native labour for the

trary to the belief of the Z¥mes, the
Government of India's prohibition
will striké directly at the Transvaal
as well as at Natal. This probable
effect was definitely brought to the
notice of the Indian Government,

Press Clipping from the Indian Opinion reporting on the effect of prohibition

onthe Transvaal, 11 February 1911

Transvaal mean, briefly, that, con<e,
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DEMORALISATION OF INDIAN WOMEN

GENERAL SMUTS REFUSES TO AMEND THE 7£3 TAX LAW

N the 1gth'ulta., the Joint Hon, “ The Congress, accordingly, desires In reply to this letter the Congress
Secretarles of the Natal Indi- | us to request the Minister to make the has now received the following com-
an Congress addressed a com- | necessary investigations regarding the !

munication” to the 'Migister of the mattérs referred to above, and o ask | Munication from the Acting Secretary

Intertor. in which they drew attention g | for the Interior, under date the 14th
1o the case of the Dagnhauser Indian y instant
women who were, last, D) comber; “Not for Qurselves " "

Sentenced to imprisonment, ut New * With ff'_f“rl'llf‘lf to your letter of
caqtl:l, lo F;lil!lrt to _pay the annual | g, 00w e e Wy tlllFJ .[qlh ulllrn-:,-lnn the subject of the
£3 licence. . The facls of this ense | take their stond by our-sidé we say : We ndian women who were brought be-
wele puh'lished in INDIAN OP1NION Of are sorry for you, but we shall fight for fore the M Agistrate at Newecastie and
the |7|_f\ December, Alter rec.;,up[ing vou, Itis ch;mu.:i you are \wl{i. lhi:l we charged with ha\;mg failed to pay
i arc determined to be stong. fv du not | arrears of the licences due by ;

them at length, the letter of the Con- hight for ourselves. This is not a fight for PR l\ o | A (s
gress procecds i — material advantage, not cven for better [ | Under Act (Nawl) 17 ol 1895, as

“The Congress desires to rendad || 1895 it is a fight for libery, for the fice. | | amended by Act (Nical) 19 ol 1y10,

\ . L dom of our spirit.  We in this militant || [ am directed by the Minister of the
the Minister that it was never intended movement have won that spiritual free. || [nveriorto state that he sees no reason
that Act 17 pf 1895 should ‘be made || dom; we have thrown off the bondage ; | | B i

applicable 1o Indian women,  Never. | | we have won our way through the prison. | | for taking any immediate steps in the
theless, it has been made toapply, for | | 900r; weare on the top of the hill; we [ [ direction of altering. the Nuta) law
maty yearst io Tndian wamen, o nT\‘E::;h:t:i-“-l:zun:l' liberty. which so recently as last year was
from thoir indentures, from the age of Cknow that/the | amended with the object of relieving
13 years onwards. At the bedinning wid. So | | Indian women from payment of the

gres
cannot pay the price we have |
of last'year, a Bill was itroduced into || We bave to continue the fight snd win the | | licence moneys upon grounds of jll-

i

. Y ¥ Bt battle for them.  We have got to have it | | health, old age or for other just cause,”
the -\-!“'] Parliamq nt by -lhr. Gove ‘T proclaimed in Parliament that henccforth e :
ment, with thé, objeét of eXempting women are free, that they areto be dealt [No‘rz: We refer to this subject in

Indian women from payment of the y | with as human beings i and therefore our R
annual licence, but Act 19 of 1910, as || appeul is to the strong and free to do || OUF editorial columps.—Ed. I.O-]
eventually asssented to, merely P!;tl‘“ buttle for those of our sisters who cannot

(A g g k bawle for th lves, As itin, e
it within the descretion of magistrates ,.;‘:.m o ;;:“ EE: “mmv':c:,“.:,, § We understand that, in response to

to exempt women who are too old, or | | rejice to tell you that sach & host of vai- | | an appeal, Mr. H. C. Hull, the Minis-

: “’di&“\’ or ngcm‘h is too bad, | | unteers have sent their b} B U g Finance, has issued a notice
em to pay the tax, ) : s heta ey ¥ '

“The Congress ventures to ?ﬁs o % m‘:ﬂﬁ instructing Magistrates vot to press

3 m upon those who stand s, Dﬂﬁ indigent Indians to pay the £3 annu-

- cation that it is unsafe 1o vest such | | really think that the woma o al licence, nor to sentence to impri
ation thak trates. Mordover, | | countey in the twentieth centiry can be | | &1 licence o impris.
discretion in magistrates. Moreover, i donger Jn subimission? Neither | | onment those who fail to pay the tax
since it was never the intention that u& can hald us back nor

women and young girls should be || their use i force—the weakest | | We understand also that, when, noxt
made to pay this tax, the Cnﬂx “m&hﬂ w“' “*'M'“&;:‘:‘: year, the polltax is removed from
desires to pressupon Government ik wmm this movement. We || Europeans, it will be removed as well
urgent need to introduce | 0n 10 4 go on like a triumphant army, encouraged : .
free Indiad’ women completely from glhni:hﬂ!mﬂ who have | | 'rom natives, Indians, and coloured
the necessity of having to pay it. The || fought and won ‘such battles bef re us, people.
tax itsell is inequitable from évery { | i #0 ot kad slmady weacs the victory ;
point of view, and is unknown in the Bidore, ten
other part of the British dominio go-nd : ! .

The monthly eamings of Indian wo- (| ol i | ~We are now in possession of the
"ui':'enonhisclmmtoolmdlt?mlblo M, ke ; 3 judgments delivered by the Appellate
o L St | S, St et | Co . e st o
rimmorality and vice, whilst checking | jéct may be given to the Indian | hope, in succeeding issues, to publish
marriage and enterprise. " ' community by the Minister.” them.

- Press Clipping from Indian Opinion reporting the effect of imposition
of £3TaxLawon Indian Women, 25 February 1911




IMMIGRANTS' RESTRICTION BILL
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Re-printed from “The Union of South Africa Government Gazette E dinary,”
dated the 25th February, 1911.

Prioted and Published by M. K. Gandhi, International Printing Press, Phowix, Natal

Cover Page alongwith the Immigrants Restriction Bill, 1911, 24 February 1911

1

GOVERNMENT NOTICE No. 353 of 1911.

Tn~uhioimd Bill, “To Consolidate and Amend the Laws in force in the various Provinces of the Union
relating to Restrictions upon Immigration thereto, tc provide ‘or the Establi of an Union Immigrati
Department and 40 regulate Immigration into the Union or any Province thereof,” is hereby published for general

int Fit)

‘W, E. BOK,
Secretary to the Prime Minisrgr./

St 563
20
/BILL o]

Consolidate and Amend the Laws in force in the various Provinces of the Union relating
to Restrictions upon Immigration thereto, to provide for the Establishment of an
Union Immigration Department and to regulate Immigration into the Union or any
'Province thereof. 2

Prime Minister's Office,
Cape Town, z4th February, rorz.

To be introduced by the MINISTER oF THE INTERIOR

B‘E IT ENACTED by the King's Most Excellent Union at or near any border thereof,
‘Majesty, the Senate, and the House of Assembly at which entry into the Union can be effected ;
of the Union of South Alrica as follows :— “ regulation * shall mean a regulation made and in
Preliminary. force wnder this Adt ;
y = “ ship ™ shall include any vessel or boat of any kind
1 The laws mentioned in the First Schedule to this whatsoeverused in navigation, whether propel-
Act shall be and are hereby repealed to the extent set led by sails, steam power, or other mechanical
out in the fourth column of that Schedule, together b ‘means, or by towing or oars or in any other
with so much of an{hm:er law as m;lyt:: ::p gnant manner whatever,
to or inconsistent with the provisions is Act. =
9 In this Act, and in the regulations made there- : The Immigration Department
ender, Winless inconsistent with the.context,— 3 (1) The Governor-General may establish, and out
*department”* shall mean the Immigration De- of moneys voted by Parliament for the purpose, main-
partment established under this Act ; tain a department to be known as the Immigration
“immigration officer” shall mean the chief Department, which shall be under the control of the
immigration officer or any other officer of the Minister.
department, or any other person, whether an (2} The function of the department shall be the per-

officer of the department or not, on whom formance of all work, whether within or cutside the
powers have been conferred or to whom duties Union, necessary for or incidental to the prevention of
have been assigned by the Minister as to the the entrance of prohibited immigrants into the Union,
carrying out of this Act or the regulations ; or the entrance of persons into any. Province wherein
“magistrate” shall mean a chief magistrate or a their residence is unlawful, of necessary for or incident-
resident or assistant resident magistrate ; al to their removal from the Union or any such
“master,” in relation to a ship, shall mean any Province, The department shall further carry out anv
person (other than :ms.slog} for the time being other powers and duties iE:CI-I“y conferred or i i
in tharge or command of any ship ; posed upon it by this Act or by regulation.
# Minister ” shall mean the Minister of the In- z
terior, or any other Minister to whom the Gov-
G 1 may assign the administration of
this Act ;

“gwner,” in relation to a ship, shall, in addition
to the actual owner, include the charterer of
the ship, or any agent within the Union of the
owner or charterer ;

“ police officer” shall mean any member of a
police force established in the Union under the
authority of a law ;

“port™ or “ port of entry " shall mean—

(a) any place on the coast of the Union ; or
(#)-any railway station or place within the

AN
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Effects of Immigration Bill on British Indian Communities, 1911
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A Telegram from Gandhiji advising Mr.Naidoo to protest against
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G s e 2124 Court Chambers,
M. K. GANDHI. Conner RissiK & ANDERSON SrreeTs.
Attarncy i
TELEFHONE Ho. 1635 P.0. Box 6522, : R s 9
f TeLeomams “ GANDHI, A.B.C Cooe Stv Enimon Used. e
5 ]
H :
ginkbrd sy, 83T, g3,
‘ &
’ l. A Noece 2
ke Sl S
Dear Mr. Qregorovski, bl o

The enclosed Bill, of a copv of which I seem to be the oniv
possessor, I must comfess baffles ma, the more 30 A I am suspiclous
o the intemtiems af Gemersl Smuts, I, tuerefore, do not wrust mv-
golf to give a cerrect interpretation of it. Mav 1, therefors, fall
back upon nul
The follosing 2Te ay deductions:-’
Tn a8 muci ag 211 lavs wo the eXtent that theV are repugnant to the
provisions of tne Bill are to be repesied, an aducated Aslatic
passing the education test prescribed bv sn officer is a cowpetent
immigrant te the Fransvaal, without the necessitv of naving to
submit to the Begistratian M No. @8 of 1908 {vid. Sections 1 and 4]
It 15 not competemt for the agerieved party to have the decieion of ‘
the officer impoesing thc edubation test brought in review before a -
Lourt of tar, no imtter nor Tidiculously harsh the test imposed mev
be (vid, Bection 4),
An Asiatie immierant adnitted under tne education test »ill be a
lawful immigrant sver fcr the Oringe Pree State, in spite of ius
exclusive Asiatic Ordinance (vid. Becuion 1).
A Transwaal hh".’ic +i1l not be =blu to mova to Nata! or ithe larpa,
becruse he will be excluded under Seotion & bv means off = rigid
4ducation test, unless such Asiatic nappened to Mave ~esidential
rignts in elther of those Provinces.
In virtue of Bection 26 Bub-section 2, it seems that eVerv
Asiatic leavim$ South Africa or the Tespective Brovinces in
rhich he mav be resident can be mads 2 pronibited immigrant tv

the Minister decliming to give him » certificate of domicile,

2 " Will vou kindlv treat this letter as s Brief. I @lo not think I
M send vou the Immigration Statutes of Fatal, because, beins ro-
Pealed, thev have no bearing on the yuestion,

P

Yours faithfullv,

g

V2 7

A letter from Gandhiji expressing his observation on the
Immigration Bill, 2 March 1911







The Union of South Africa, 797
Department of the Interior,

Cape Town, Cape of Good Hope,

‘“a “1‘ ,
y 16th. Marchy......1911e
; (//,’ K sRho
: Dear ¥r. Gandhi, £ : {/ Y Cj;

With reference to my telegram of t_hc 4th -

" instant, it was not meant to convey to you the idea that
Chapter XXXIII of the Orange Free State Laws would be can_,
celled. No provision was made for this in the'lSch-edule and
it was never the intention of the Government to repeal the .
Chapter. :

. An amendment will be meved whi ch w111, in offact,
lxempt the eduoated Indiam immigrant from registration unﬁr
the Transveal Aet No. 36 of 1908.. They will thus hnve m
power to reside and to travel in Cape Colony, Natal and m. :
!l'-.nan:n—, but will not be able to reside in the Orange Free
State without cmlyii;g with the provisions ér the local 1&;',-'

With regard to the second point you raised, I rlm‘t
e to eay that the difficulty is not apprecicted by the departe
ment, and perhaps you will 'b.e good enough to give a more
detailed expression of your views, when the matter will be
e again considered. ‘ : ; -
i _ 5 Believe x_né,

Yours sincerely,

M. K. Bandhi Esq., - s
Achapmeshurg. private gecretary.
/'.

A letter from Mr.Lane to Gandhiji informing that an amendment to the
Bill will be moved which will exempt the educated Indian immigrant from
- registration under the Transvaal Act no.36 of 1908, 16 March 1911

;,.
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NOTES.

EMIGRATION—A, APRIL 1911.

-Nos. 8—9.
POSITION OF INDIANS IN THE TRANSVAAL. Tile No. 16, |
REGISTRATION OF ASIATIC MINORS.
Pro. X . 3
No. 8, Frou His Masesty’s SEcreTaRy oF State For Inpia,, No. 42 (Pusric), patep 3rp Mancm Serial No. 2. i

1911.

Forwards a copy of correspondence on the position of British Indian subjects in the Transvaal.
The despatch and its enclosures relate to the following matters :—

(1) Registration of Asiatic minors.—With regard to this, please sce last paragraph of

D Mr. Botha’s Minute* of 25th Nov=

e ember 1910. We have already been

informed in Secretary of State’s telegram of 3rd instant that the Union Appeal

Court-at ‘Bloemfontein has decided in favour of the Asiatic contention that

the minor child of an Asiatic lawfully resident in the Taus‘iaal, although

born outside the colony and not

whﬂ’f m‘;l;e ogran nﬂmi;" nthi Se?“""’g ik crind actually present there at?r the time

+ further action being taken by the South African of the coming inte force of Act 36

G?vmmentasregm'ﬂ.l Asiatic minors. v of 1908, is entitled to registration

A. C. MoW.,—4-4-1911. under that Act.

(2) “dlleged misrepresentations by the Transvaal Government.—Mr. Gandhi has

< . L T criticized certain statements made

s ' by the Union Ministers in their

Minutes No. 123, dated 29th June 1910 and No, 258, dated 25th July
11910,

Page 13.

(a)" that the:so-called Indian passive resistersare not . differentiated against in

« “the:Transvaal prisons ; ; T

' (4)! that every opportunity was offered to the ‘deportees sent to_India -of proving
~domicile or South ‘African birth.

With regalﬂ to these denials we may await the reply of the Union Government, which has
T"Page B1. been asked for.

"But Mr. Gandhi also claims o have shown the Transvaal Government - to* have been in
; R the wrong in so far as persons possessed -of. educa-
et ey tional qualifications and thns.eligible for admission

to the: other South - African Colonies and . also persons known: to the Magistrate as, Having
been registered were deported to India. : Hi i
“The arguments advanced by Mr. Gandhi are not convincing. In ‘purtlcular, it-may be
mentioned that his distinction between © deportation sections” mi;; s;ct:;ns” for nm;-Pmdd:::
Pt o sétic i : . tion of registration ificates”’ is not un
y,mmlﬁiff; m,;{i{,i‘;ﬁfﬁﬁﬁﬁgﬁfﬂisﬁ, stoodt ‘Nor does it exactly ~appear what /he
non‘production of Tegistration certificates without ~means by saying that the  deportees were atifirst
thereby causing his deportation if the charge was {ripd judicially and imprisoned but . were: subse-
i i quently tried administratively and ordered to be
deported. ~ Probably what is meant is that” formerly they were tried under the Restriction
. Act and then under the Registration Act, sections 7, 8 and 9 of which confer administrative
powers on the Police and the Magistrate.
Mr. Riteh’s letter} of 4th January 1911, as regards Labchman Moorgan and others does
\ 1Page 15. not prove either, as he claims that: there. were
~ ; e “important inaccuracies in the representations
" 'made to the Secretary of State by Ministers of the Union” in their Minute No. 258,
dated 25th July 1910, :
(8): ‘Deathoiof deporiee  Naryansamy on board 8.8. Gertrud Woerman.—The death
seems.to have been partly due to neglect on the part of the doctor on board.
(Please see Mx. Ritch’s letter of
Eoge S 98th December 1010.) The report
of the Colonial Government asked as to this may be awaited,

The following statements are denied by him :—

Excerpts from the Notes of the Commerce and Industry Department
on position of Indians in Transvaal regarding registration of
Asiatics Minors, 3 March 1911
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No. 17—Vor. IX

THE END OF THE STRUGGLE IN SIGHT

NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN GENERAL SMUTS AND MR. GANDHI

5 announced by General Smuts,
H in Parliament, on Wednesday,
the Immigrants’ Restriction
Bill is withdrawn and the question of
a new Bill is held over until next ses-
sion. The following correspandence,
however, gives an idea of the negoti-
ations which have been going on be:
tween the Secretary to the Minister of
the Interior and Mr. Gandhi and
which, it is hoped, will lead to an
. éarly conclusion of the passive resist-
ance campalgn.

On ‘the zoth instant, Mr. Gandhi
addressed the following letter to Gen-
cral Smuts's ‘private secretary :—

Dear Mr. Lane,—I wired ‘yesterday
the gist of the conversation with Gen-
¢ral Smuts to the Congress at Durban
and the AsSociation at Johannesburg.

The following wire has been receiv-
ed from the Congress :—* Congress
disapprove stopping agitation Trans-
vaal trouble. Should be settled this
session. According Government pro-
mise matter should be completed be-
fore Coronation, even il prolongation
session necessary.”

The Association wires as [ollows :—
“ Your wire 19th. Committee resolved
continue agitation unless law altered
this session and to cable England and

- India immediately.”

1 have been discussing the matter
with the Cape Indian leaders too.
They unhesitatingly state that suspen-

_sion of the agitation in the manner
suggested by General Smuts is impos-
sible.

As I have now gathered irom the
General that he has definitely decided
to drop the general Bill for the present
_session and that he will not adopt the
alternative solution suggested by me,
1 have dissuaded any public announce-
ment or the sending of cablegrams to

-~ India and England.

I still hope that, if the Free State
members cannot be conciliated, the
alternative solution which, in my opin-
ion, can offer no difficulty, will be
acted upon during this session. In

any case, may 1 know General Smuts’s
definite decision as soon as possible ?

On the 21st instant Mr, Lane wrote
as follows :—

Dear Mr. Gandhi,—1 am in receipt
of your letters of the 1gth and zoth
April, in regard to the drait Immigra-
tion Bill, and bave submitted them
both to the Minister.

General Smuts has asked me to
say to you that be regrets that, in
view of the probable prorogation of
Parliament early next week, it will
not be possible for the Government
to proceed with [mmigration legis- |
lation in any form this session.

The Government are keenly de-
sirous of arriving at a solution of this |
vexed question and in the recess they |
will go into the matter again and see |
what can be done to secure a settle: |
ment. |

In the meantime, General Smuts |
feels that the passive resistance move-
ment, which bas caused and still
continues to cause considerable suffer-
ing, might‘ow well be brought to a
close. Its continuance only tends
unnecessarily to complicate the situa-
tion, and when the Government are
endeavouring to fix a satisfactory
solution of the guestion ol Indian
immigration the Indian community
should not embarrass matters by
maintaining their campaign.

General Smuts notes that Mrs.
Sodha's appeal comes up at Bloem-
fontein on Saturday next, and requests
me to say that your representations
on her béhalf are receiving his lavour-
able consideration. e

g
\

On the 22nd instant, Mr. Gandhi |

wrote as OWS i — N,

Dear Mr, Lang,—1 beg to acknow-

ledge your letter of the ast instant.
1 regret that Smuts finds it

impossible to settle the Transvaal |

Asiatic trouble during this session. [

‘am, however, grateful for the statement |

contained in your letter that the mat-
ter will engage General Smuts's atten-
tion during the recess with a view to
bringing about a settlement during the
next session,

1 share General Smuts’s anxiety that
passive resistance may now be brought
to a close. May I then suggest the
following for his consideration so that
the suspicion that is sure to be roused
among my countrymen, owing to a
postponement of the solution, may be
allayed ? !

An assurance should be given that

(a) legislation will be passed next
session repealing Act 2 of 1907
subject to the reservation of the
rights of minor children in terms of
the Chhotabhai judgment and re-
storing legal equality as to the im-

migration of Asiatics into the Trans-

vaal and maintaining existing rights.
If the racial bar in the present
Immigration Act of the Transvaal
is removed by a general bill, such
hill should naturally be free from

a racial bar throughout the Union.

(b) passive resisters who but for
their resistance would have been
entitled to registration should now
be so entitled notwithstanding any-
thing to the contrary in Act 36 of
1908,

(c) educated  passive resisters
who are now in the Transvaal but
who are not registerable under the
Asiatic Act should be allowed to
remain in the Transvaal as educated
immigrants in anticipation of the
torthcoming legislation, their num-
ber not to exceed six. They may
have special certificates in order to
enable them to move to and fro
without hindrance.

11 the above assurance be given 1
do not anticipate any difficulty in
persuading my countrymen to suspend
pﬂﬁﬁl\'l.‘ resistance.

I trust General Smuts will recognise
that in asking for the above assurance,
1 am simply requesting ratification of
what he has so often publicly stated.

Z Pressf\CIip'p'ing from Indian Opinion reporting on the negotiations between
General Smuts and Gandbhiji, 29 April 1911
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SaTturpay, May 13Tn, 1911,

Registered asa N,
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THE PRESENT

. TRANSVAAL INDIANS’

Right Honourable, the Secre-
tary of State for the Colonies,
‘has been forwarded to London :—
The Petition of A. M. Cachalia,
Chairman of the British Indian Asso-
clation,
HUMBLY SHEWETH THAT:

THE following petition to the

“The painful struggle over the legal
status of Asiatics, that has gone on
in the Transvaal for the last four years,
now gives promise of a happy ending.
In view, however, of the approaching
meeting of the Imperial Conference,
the British Indian Association ven-
tures to draw the attention of His
Majesty's Government to the present
actual position of British Indians
fesiding in the Transvaal. ;

The struggle arising out of the
passing of the Asiatic Registration
Act (No. 2 of 1907) has caused such
intense suffering among the Asiatic
communities residing in the Trans-
vaal, and has so much occupied the
attention ol both Asiatics and Euro-
peans, that it has not been possible
for the Association to devote much
energy to securing a redress of the
disabilities which were in existence
at the commencement of the struggle

nd of others which have since been
imposed, but to which passive resist-
ance did not extend.

The Present Position in Re-
.gard to the Registration and
Immigration Laws

In terms of a letter addressed by
the Private Secretary of General Smuts
to Mr. Gandhi, and dated the 2znd
April, the proposals in which were
submitted to a meeting of British
Indians on the 27th April, and ac-
cepted by a Resolution carried with
but six dissentients,

(a) Law 2 of 1907 is to be re-

PETITION TO THE
terms of what is known as the
Chotabhai judgment ;

(b) legal equality in respect of
immigration of Asiatic immigrants
with European immigrants will be
restored, subject, however, to differ-
ential administrative treatment as
distinguished trom statutory differ-
entiation ;

(¢) in the legislation to be passed,
the existing rights of British Indians
will be maintained, that is, if it is
Provincial legislation, the existing
rights of Asiatics in the Transvaal
shall not be interfered with, if it is
legislation applicable to all the
Provinces, the existing rights in the
Provinces as well as in the Trans-
vaal shall be preserved ;

(d) if the legislation should be
provincial, not more than six highly
educated Asiatics will be allowed
in any one year to pass the edu-
cation test and be admitted as
immigrants to the Transvaal ;

(e} passive resisters who, but for
passive resistance, would have been
entitled to registration, if they had
applied within the proper time,
will be now allowed to register ;

(f) educated passive resisters not
registerable under the Registration
Act will be allowed to remain in
the Transvaal in anticipation of
the forthcoming legislation, and
will be deemed to be Asiatic immi-
grants for the current year ;

. (g) passive resisters who are suffer-
ing imprisonment as such will be
recommended to His Excellency
the Governor-General for discharge,
upon an assurance being given that
the community will suspend pas-
sive resistance lor the time being.
My Association takes this oppor-
tunity of tendering its thanks to the
Union Government for the obviously

pealed during the forthcoming Ses- | conciliatory and generous manner in
sion of the Parliament of South | which they have met it, and also to
Africa, subject t- the reservation | His Majesty's Government for their
of the rights ol minor children in | iriendly and effective intervention to

POSITION

IMPERIAL GOVERNMENT

bring to a happy ending the wun-
fortunate situation,

But the suspension of passive resist-
ance now agreed upon does not mean
that the British Indian community in
the Transvaal has obtained redress of
all its most serious grievances. The
British Indian Association, therefore,
craves leave to mention the most
prominent of these that the community
is still labouring under.

Law 3 of 1885

which was the subject-matter of cor-
respondence, up to the time of the
outbreak of hostilities, between His
Majesty's Government and the late
South African Republic still remains
on the Statute-Book ol the Union,
save for the removal of the £ 3 fee
for the registration of those Asiatics
who settled in the Transvaal for the
purposes of trade ; and it excludes
British Indians and other Asiatics
from
(a) Burgher’s rights,
(b) ownership of landed property
except in bazaars and locations,
(c) residence in towns, except in
bazaars or locations set apart for
their residence.

Owing to the unfortunate prejud.iee
against Asiatics prevalent in South
Africa, the Association regards as
outside practical politics any demand
at present for burgher's rights, i.e.,
rights for the political franchise.

The deprivation, however, of the
right to own landed property except
in bazaars or locations is a very
serious disability, and it naturally
interferes with the progress of the
community, and strange as it may
appear, the absence of building enter-
prise on the part of the community
owing to this disability is used as an
argument against the community, apd
so fosters prejudice. Though residénce
of Asiatics is restricted underthis law
to locations or bazaars, there being
no penalty prescribed for.non-resi-
dence therein.

' Excerpt from the Indian Opinion reporting on the petition submitted by
Chairman of the British Indian Association on the position of
Indians in Transvaal, 13 May 1911
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An excerpt from the letter from H.S.L. Polak stating about the grievances

received from the Transvaal British

Indian Association and

Hameedia Islamia Society, 12 January 1912
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FIFTY MEN GO TO GAOL

PASSIVE RESISTANCE BY INDENTURED INDIAN

N Sunday, the 18th ultimo, a
@ number of indentured Indians
on Mr, Balcomb’s estate at
Kearsney, near Stanger, were asked
o clean the barracks and the land
about it.

One of the men refused to do such
work on Sunday. He and the sirdar
exchanged some words. For this so-
called insolence on the part of an
indentured coolie, he was arrested.
The other men then refused to work
unless their comrade was released.

The leader was handed over to the
police to set an example to the others.
All, numbering 52 men with their
women and children, followed to lay
their complaints before the Magis-
trate against working on Sunday,
thinking in their old Indian wary that
an Officer of Justice would rectity all
hardships suffered by them dnn‘h
the harshness ol their superiors.
they found that the law of the land

the strong and wealthy
against the weak and poor.

The Magistrate at Stanger found
all the men guilty of leaving work
“in a body” without permission, and
inflicted upon each of them a fine of
One Pound (more than a month’s
wages) or one month’s imprisonment
with hard labour. The men went to
gaol. The women were asked to
return home. They all went weeping
to' Mr. Balcomb, and asked him to
release their husbands

Alter one day in gaol, Mr. Balcomb,
‘it seems, paid the fines and the men
were released. Without their hus.

now fear is at the end of the
month, they will ho without tood for
themselves and their children il, as
they have reason to fear, their hu-
bands’ wages will be forfeited to pay
the fines,

On inquiry it was stated that the
employer was wilhng that representa-
tive men amongst the Indians should

' proceed to Stanger to lay their com-

plaint, but the men felt so mdlgnant
that they would not listen to such a
proposal, and so went “in a body,”
which the law says they must not do.

It was also stated that there was
a condition of the contract of service
which states that the immigrant was
bound to work two hours on Sundays.

The Magistrate refused to show
the record of the prosecution, and
so we have to rely on information
from un-official sources, which, how-
ever, we believe to be thoroughly
reliable,

[We refer to the above in our
leading columns.—Ed. LO. ]

A Verulnm Employer
Cautioned

On Tuesday (writes our Verulam
wndmt) a remarkabl: occur-
place before the Court
about 7¢ indeotured In-
emplouyer were con-
day the men and wo-
men employed by I.r William Starr,
near Verulam, dld not attend the roll-
call and refused to work. Their com-
plaint was that their wages for the
last two months had not been paid,
their rations had not been fully given,
and they, both men and women, were
compelled to work until late at night.
When they asked their employer for
permission to go to the Magistrate
and lay their complaint, they were
tefused. So they decided to go with-
out permission, They appointed two
men as leaders, but the whole ol the
people followed them, saying: “If
our leaders are sent to gaol, we shall
ﬂ leave the Court until we, also,

l
g

E

to gaol.” In the meantime

at, had d the matter to

sent a policeman

to imm Belore he reached the

place, however, be met the Indians
coming to the Court.

On their arrival in the village, the

lndnn Committee took up the matter |

LABOURERS

and engaged Mr. Dickinson to defend
them.

The Magistrate, after' hearing the
| complaints, cautioned Mr. Starr, and
| made an order that the wages ol the
Indians be paid at once and full
rations given. He also ourdered that
no task#@ork be imposed upon them,
I'o the Indians the Magistrate said :
* You are all to work on the farm for
nine hours a day, and if you have any
complaints to make, you should ap-
poml‘. one ol your number to come to
me.”

The charge against the Indians was
withdrawn and they were allowed to
go free, having thus gained their
point by passive resistance.

Prosecutions at Durban

In the Durban Court on the i3th
ultimo Raajan, an Indian, was charg-
ed with desertion. He stated in the
dock that he would prefer to serve
five years in prison rather than go
back to his employer. Sentence:
Thirty days.

On the 17th instant, Jadubansi, an
Indian woman, was charged with de
sertion from service and refusing to
return, and admitied five previous
convictions, and relused to go back.
Thirty days.

Mommout and M, Ramsamy plead-
ed guilty to desertion, and admitted
previous convictions.  First accused
said he was determined not to go
back to his employer, and was sen-
tenced to five days’ hard labour. The
second accused said he would go back,
and was discharged. —Nata! Ad-
vertiser.

Press Clipping of the Indian Opinion reporting about the arrest of
passiveresisters, 2 March 1912




