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3ECH>;T.a\IAT OF TP.F C HGTITUENT ASSEMBLY 
OF PAKISTAN

W ill th e  S e cr e ta r ia t  o f  the Governor GenereJ. 

(Reform s) p lease  supply us with 150 cop ies  each o f  the 

Statement o f  His M a je sty 's  Government dated the 3rd 

June, 1947, and the Indian  Independence B i l l  immediately 

a f te r  the same has been f i n a l l y  passed by the B r itish  

P arliam ent. These paper? are requ ired  u ig e n tly  Tor 

c ir c u la t io n  to  members o f  the C oa stita ea t Assembly o f  

? « k ts ta a .

E.lf.Khan 
1 6 .7 .4 7 .

Heforms O f f ic e
C .A .^ . ( a e c t t . j  u .o .  N o .l ,  d / -  1 6 .7 .4 7 .

SECRETARIAT OF THE GOVERNOR GaBTERAL (REPOHIB )

The request o f  the Pakistan C on stitu en t Assembly 

f o r  150 co p ie s  o f  the Indian Independence Act (when 

has been n o te d .

I t  is  r e g re tte d  that co p ie s  o f  H .M .G .'s Stateaunt 

dated  the 3rd June are  not a v a ila b le .

BL
1 7 .7 .4 7 .
3hi..

ScL. P. S. 3  •4lr>i««.m<«/'rv4.cMi 
*1-1. Ml

c  A . p.
«  o . «  c P )  197 4^^? P, tfj n  ~ i  -

y

NATIO
NAL A

RCHIV
ES O

F IN
DIA



sech>;t .^ ia t  of the goybhnoa gbksral (reforms)

I cop ies  o f  the Indian Independence Act

are forwarded fo r  the use o f  the L ibrary o f  the________
Im peria l S e cr e ta r ia t

Indian L eg is la tu re  
L ibrary .

f  ̂ s . s U

A sst. Secretary

L e g is la t iv e  Assembly Department 
Im peria l S e c t t . ,  L ib ra ry . '
S .G .G .(R ) u .o .  lJo.F .65>^7-R, d / -  Ih -7 -4 7 .
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3ECR :T..HI.hT of THF GOVRHFOh Gii3̂ 'i:-Ĥ  (RFî ORI.IS )

15 copies o f  the Indian Independence Act are 
10

forvvarded to the Cabinet Secret ria t (India) fo r  favour
Cabinet S e c t t (P a k is ta n i

of circu la tion  to a l l  Hon'ble Members. Copies have 

been sent to the Private Secretary to -'is Excellency 

the Viceroy separately.

sd.
Asst. Secy

1. Cabinet Secretariat Cindia)
2, Cabinet Secretairiat (Pakistan)

S.G.G.(R) u .o . i:o .F .65 /2 /47-R , d /-  l i  .7.47.

S R ( 3 5 Vo-* j

^  ^

I f  10 ,

\̂e>r-
S ^ 2

t

/  "+ "7
/  ■ ■
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From

To

\

P. R. L e le , B.A. , L L .B .,
Tarabaug, Sirgaum, Bombay,

The Secretary  to  
The Governmait o f  In d ia ,

~ Inform ation & B ro a d ca s t in g .S e cre ta r ia t , 
 ̂r j \ ^ NEW DELHI,

From R eu ter 's  messages i t  i s  c le a r  
y  ^ ^ B ^ t the Independence o f  India B i l l  i s  going to  be law 

F riday . This Act is  o f  such urgent importance 
that c o p ie s  o f  the A ct,a s  f in a l ly  assented to  by the 
K ing,ought to  he ava ilab le  at a l l  big cen tres in  the 
country w ith  the le a s t  p o ss ib le  d e la y . I  hope your 
apartment is  taking necessary steps fo r  the purpose.

Yours f a i t h fu l ly ,

/ V /  0  .  '
K o <1,^*1 M l?  ■o|*-'-7‘ V

u
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SECR^^Aml̂ T OF THE

U

M  ^Cu

C ^  c .

; • ■ - ,1 - T /Crw^ •Q«n-^  •tfc.,

-■ At-<r

GOvr
- 2 ^ * r - ib . . . . . .  . i

........................  : ^

Dj .' ..xp.By./.^trJL.. 3 '

C_!L-o*

'  ' '  a ^ : )  •'^7
^ I V l  Ui^PASilUra  ̂ P.S. ^>i r̂aa.»nian

Tele. 11^8521—-----  vww *** r*
5 . { ? ,^ 4 ^   ̂ 16.7.7^̂

' ■ i>i<M>' ivu...................

\' r.-' \
f j
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(J ^ i
, 5, Departinent)

Seen. TMb Department has not made, nor is 
making, any arrangement for placing copies o f  the Indian 
Independence Act on sa le . In th is connection attention 

, o f the S.G.G. (Reforms) is  invited to their own endorse- 
jment No. F.65/a/47-R , dated the 23rd July 1947 from 

which i t  w ill appear that arrangement already exists 
for obtaining copies o f  the Act from ..the Manager o f  
publications. I t  may also be mentioned that the orig in a l 
Indian edition  o f the Government o f In d ia  A ot, 1935 was 

Issued by the Reforms O ffice .

X
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SECRETARIAT OF THE GOVERNOR GENERAL (REFORMS}

7i

I t  is  true that cop ies  o f  the 1936 A ct were
' . *

p laced  on s a le . ■ the ^R«forma O ff ic e  and that we took

s im ila r  a ct io n  in  resp ect of^ the. India ^  Burma (M is c e l la -
• • * i s

neouB Amendments) A ct o f  1940. Subsequently in  1941 

i t  was decid ed  that fu tu re  reprintw  o f  tfie Government 

o f  India A ct, 1936, should be brought out by the 

L e g is la tiv e  Department (Leg. Dept, f i l e  N o .4 7 /4 1 -P ).

This ^was taken tq airMde amendaShta ■to the^Act a l s o .

I t  was in  pursuance o f  th is  arrangement that th e  C o lle c t io n  

o f  S ta tu tes amending or supplementing the Government

o f  India  A ct, 1935, was brought out by the L e g is la t iv e
A

Department. In the present case  i<t was understood
■y. / . ,

#
from the Publication Branch o f the Legislative Department 
in New Delhi that copies o f the Indian Indeper^dence 

Act would be placed on sale by the Legislative Department, 

and the statemmit in oiir endorsement forwarding cop isa  

to Departments referred to th is*
As the matter is now very urgent, we need not 

pursue this poin t, but may take immediate steps to have
\

copies struck o f f  fo r  sa le . A iiecu isition  to the Press
i^V

' / is  placed below fo r  signature. A draft to the Manager 

of Public tions is also put up.
A fter issue, Legislative Department may see fo r  

information.

i

^  I'

I

. 2> cA Kw/ly
- r -  -

Itiuaai&i3 
Bury: 

*Seh- K o. 3 S2I
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A ^  La-̂  o^ J u tL

h e . U r ^  A  A  d^' c< 'll
j  /^ /̂ Va. ^̂ »̂*iCt»-«

//^  cj. i>-c

/ / t i  Ar^J C' A A k* l i  Ixi. ^

“» . ■̂ id̂  /nrv» C-V^

Qeyjî î  i\r>V< ‘It-K. CijOok  ̂ An tt\

/ jx^n  , ^  cCL,/l\ '

t l  jl>. C-^ ^  <̂-» Vcî  t̂ -ĉ AA

7/5/^

\ T̂̂  T of the ;
(5‘ ;̂vU CTOB T ' :

i / ; v .....‘77...1»..'(.7.....-
A o...........- ............'/r '.

Dy. J

S '

J ■ f  k ) A :>- < - -

I  '
l« 1̂ / /

S  tfrrMPtA- AfS • / /

'^ '.ve -H l.
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fr\-̂ r

/■I fo

D istribution  List o f  copies o f the 
Indian Independence Act.

' Constituent Assembly (India)

” " (Pakistan )
Provincial Governments

i
I C h ief Commissi oners .

P . S . V .

departments (India)

Departments (Pakistan)

Cabinet Secretariat (In d ia ).
J
I Cabinet Secretariat(Pakistan) 

India O ifice .

L egislative Assembly L ib r 'ry . 

Imperial Secretariat Library

T otal.

Balance with Reforms S ectt.

400

150
J  g t,9uJU ti

66 (Bengal <Sc Pb. 10 
each)

10 ( 2 each )

26b

104 (4  each) 14.
104 ( -d o - )

16) copies have bean 
) sent to P.S.V. 

10) separately.
2

5
2

1067

133

\ 'l
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SECRET r\RÎ T OF THE COVER NCR GENERAL (REFORMS)

/ -
0

5 copleg o f  the Indian Independence Act are 
forwarded for the use o f the Library o f the Indian

£ 2 4 JULY 1947
L egislature.

No.. •......•I

Assistant Secretary,

I L egislative Assembly Department,
S ,G .G .(R) u .o  ,No ,F .6^jl7-R . dated 23rd July 1947,

r OF THE
/C*

:*:3 >v

^ o C .

z v  7.

/O

^  42u»r.U
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AT t ~ f

i No, f I66 /2^47 -r I
S e cre ta r ia t  o f  the G overnor-General 

(R eform s)

5^7 New D e lh i, the 23rd Ju ly  1947.
f-

4 co p ie s  o f  the Indian Independence A ct are  sen t herew ith  

fo r  the use m  o f  the Home Department ( I n d ia ) /  Home Depart

ment (P ak lstan )/F ln an ce  Department ^Ind la )/F lnan ce Depart

ment (P a k ls ta n ) /e t c ,  I f  a d d it io n a l c o p ie s  are req u ired , they 

may be obtained  on payment from  the Manager o f  P u b lica t io n s , 

C iv i l  L in es , D e lh i.
By o rd e r .

To
A ss is ta n t  S ecre ta ry .

b Hu A ll Departments o f  the Government o f  India . a l l  Depart- 
ments o f  the Government o f  P akistan , A udltor-G enoral 

' India, F .A ., War and S u p p lies , C .B .R ., Federal Court,
p .p .s .o .J in d la J  and S . G . G . t ^ l i o ) .

IS» C^-4̂  a  tU  C -^.
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aĵ CHET/iRIAT OF THS GOVEBNOh (22J]iRAL (REFOHilS)
REGD.

1. Date of despatch. 

£. List ef eiiclesares.

Ocah.5 P \t- .

Letter
Draft Memoraiidum 
j Telegram

No. 6 5 /2 /4 7 -H

Pile No. 
Serial No. ^

J u ly  47 .

To
The C h ie f S e cre ta r ie s  to a l l  

P ro v in c ia l  Governments.
A l l  C h ie f Comm issioners.

S i r ,  A
4T

I am d irecte c^ forw a rd  herew ith

f o r  the in form ation  o f  the P r o v in c ia l
• \» 1

Government/your in form ation  >St%-

co p ie s  o f  the Indian Independence Act* 

A d d itio n a l cop ies  o f  the A ct, i f  

r e q u ire d , may be obta in ed  on payment 

from the Llanager o f  Publications,

I C iv i l  L in es , D e lh i, or from the lo c a l  

agents f o r  the s a le  o f  C entra l 

^vernm ent p u b lic a t io n s .

I have, e t c . ,

/>S,
A s s t . S ecy .NATIO
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tfinwa-ju-inuae^*UPr—,mTfAfii^mh^t4t «MW>
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SECiruCTARlAT Oi-' THE OOVEHNOfl GLhiJEHAL (iiEFOKiJS) (
OEPARTMENT OFFICE.

File No.
Serial No. \

ri

i.. Bate of despatch. 

£. List-of eiiclo!iues.

*> /7

Letter
D raft Memorandum 
! Telegram

Xo. F.66/2/47-R Dat'd 2 S .7 .47 .

To

The Secretary,
P o l it ic a l  Department,

India O ffice , London.

S ir ,

1 am directed  to forv^ard 
herewith^two copies o f the 
Indian reprint oi the Indian 
Independence Act.

I have, e t c . ,

S d -  C -  ___

Under S ecre ta ry *
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N o ^ ^ G /^ 4 7 -B *
S E C R E T A R IA T  O F TH E G O V E R N O R -G E N E R A L  

(R E F O R M S ).

5$_
xyf-j

lew Delhi,the 23rd JUy 1M 7.

150 c o p ie s  o f  the Indlailitd^endenM le t  
are forwarded herewith for the nee of the 
Constituent Assembly (Pakistan). I f  additional 
copies are required, they nay be obtained on 

paynMit from the Manager o f  PubUcatlaDs, d w U  

Itlnee, Delhi.

By order,

Sd/-P ,S .Subranianian, 
Assistant Secretary.

Constituent Assembly (Pakistan) .
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^ < :< • < 5 '^NATIO
NAL A

RCHIV
ES O

F IN
DIA



au. A c t  ■-
/ ( . « ^  ^  *■
f ^ .  Ir  / t  ^  *■***■
<̂1 <|.— A 4 i»*« » i4 .

■ «-]> «tt — /a A S

c

//«* -

u •v/A;
I-

NATIO
NAL A

RCHIV
ES O

F IN
DIA



BY AIR MAIL
No.82e59-l. 

From

To

GOVSMilENT OF I4ADRA3 
LEGiiL DEPAf̂ TJffiNT

Sri K.’^.HaJagopalan, M.a ; ,
Joint Secrotax'y to Government, 

Legal Qepartment.
Tile Secretary to  tiie Government o f  India, 

L egislative Department,
NEW DELHI.

II

S ir,
D̂ iTSD, FORT ST. GEORGE. THE 29TH JULY 1947.

St&t\|̂ 8̂ s -̂ of - -^ildkA^i^kdQpendence Act -
Gc^i'es e a l l i id 'f o r .

Ref: My telegram dated 22-7-1947.

Witn reference to my telegram c ited  above (copy o f 
wnicn is  enclo ĵs^d fo r  ready re feren ce ), I am to enquire 
vi^n^otipi'es o f  t^e above Act mill be sent, to '^ is  Department.

Your obedient servant,
No>

HiiTy il̂ O.^a.s.29/7.
/V-

for Joint Secretary tc_ Government.
Copy o f telegram dated 21-7-47.

legislative new D&.HI
PLEASE

INDIii INDEPENDENCE ACT
SEND IMiffiDlATELY THREE 

MADRAS LEG*iL

COPIES
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^  -  S 5 i

■;0S

lC“

H

/ . f f

^  ?5 ^ 1

^  P  ?

^  s  -n 
*CO "h  w rn

\  ^

y j ^
U^-'i-*wto l u ^  /4<d.̂ >̂v0iAMi zv*,y-i,«twD ww /c* '  ̂ /w2i-?-^7

^ »w ^  'f X*4A*^^ /<«-w^ />*

l/Ld S L ^

I

\

r,# N« r«€̂> fe|ji^ ttSt0fSrltfsif ib Vt«u tzltw4-̂ A«rvw U>Aia «Scm̂  £-<>vt-c«>
■ C ^  t̂ijL. A’<^ min,t.i» ^  S«*.̂ *tJ~els«-eL- Ia tCî

Qlvi.^ -̂ «r3i4- , Uk  ̂ ttw»c*^  ̂ -C-va*—  s ^
hr-'Wv̂ o ■tUW^ SvtirvuUtbC.

' ^CT555lL^?r7vM>AXAA>a4™,

>(r
/ . ^
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A' S.G .G .(R eform s)
IdemmatE$)qKWPieB^

(L
File No, 

Serial No,
Letter

Draft Memorandum

J. Date of despacch, 

i-. List o f endos ures. f

Telegram

NO.F65/2/47-R Dated, I .S ‘ 4V

i  To
The S ecreta iy  to  the 

Government o f  Madras, 
Legal Department.

S u b je c t : -  Indian Independence A ct.

p  o  c
T .  ‘  . - V  '

^ l^eth er w ith th is  
l^ c r e t a r la t  l e t t e r  
N O .F .65/2/47-R  datedl 
the 23rd July 1947 J

S ir ,

With re fe re n ce  to  your l e t t e r  

N o.8269-1 dated the 29th JuOy 1947 

on the above su b je c t  addressed t o  

the S ecre ta iy  to  the Government o f 

In d ia  in  the L e g is la t iv e  Department, 

I  am d ir e c te d  to  say th at f i v e  

co p ie s  o f  ttie A^ntZ^^^ave^dsoen 

forw arded on the 23rd July *9*7 t o  

the C h ie f S ecretary  t o  the Govern

ment o f  Madras by R eg istered  P ost.

I  have, etc«,r
JJ: f-S .

A . S .
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L ettef No.1668/47-1, 

7^om

C ' "
Public (General-B) Departmem,
Port St.George Dated 3Q-7-47»

I s l e -
W.Scott iBrown, Seq ., C .S ,I . ,C .I .S .f  i , C!

Chief Secretary to GoTemment,

To

S ir,
A * '

Dru>
Fil

S ’- 8 -^ 7

liy i t q s iThe AeglBtant Secretary,
Secretariat o f  te  G erem or-c/R ivraltRefon^) 

N e w  B e l l i . - 3

Heft Year le tre r  N o.P,65/2/47-R . Dated 23-7-47,

I am directed to acknowledge with thanke the rece ip t o f f i r e  
copies o f  * Indian Independence Act* sent along with your 
le tte r  c ited .

Your obedient eerrant,

r  i) i
Por Chief Secretary to Gorernment.

HSK^^O,7 , MNATIO
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S. 99A>
OEIGINAL.

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA.
REQUISITION FOR PRINTING PUBLICATIONS.

Stadced for issue or for sale by the Central Publication Branch.
(See n iee  32 to,36 of, and appendices XIII and XIV to, the Rnles for Printing and

Binding, 1935 edition-)

S3_
deEhi.

To
Tfre^ptity CofiT?o|Icr, Prkftlii^

OfQcgjoLthe ConttoUer of Printing
The Manager, Q a - ^  v Press,

H o. < 6 /2 /4 7 -1  Dated the find Allguet 19 4 7

Eefererce to previous requisition, if any :— No. 166 /47B  Date T tb  J u ly  3 9 4 7 .
1. Description of work.

....In dian  In^pandaiMto..Ae‘t ...... ..........................................
1. (a) Total number of pages forwarded for printing, 11
2. Quote No. and date of sanctioning memorandum issued by the Controller of Printing

and Stationery, India.
3. (a) fin d ^  head of account to which cost is debitable.*

(b) Classification of Charges (Army and F. & T.).
4. Sise of publication, l e j a l  O eteve
6. Date on which two proofe are required. Ko pareof reqoAred.
6. Totid appzoziniate number of copies required to be printed (including the requirements

of the rcqnisitiomng department as well as the number to be sold or distributed by 
the C. P. B.). iByOOO

7. Style of binding. V lr w ^ tlte b e d .
8. Date on which fair copies are required.
9. SpeoM instmctions for Press.

CapiM ■hould be atrucl^ o f t  IneedlriteXj*

10. After the fair copies have been supplied type to be (o)
14 is  certified  tbat thie work ie  very  

be pestponed. Signature in full

(b) distributed, 
l e e s t ia l  and

Designation

Address
* For poyiog depottments onty.

(F.8 .Stibreewilan) 
Aseietant Secretax/ 

Secretariat o f ^ e  Gov 
(Beforae).

S- 09A«
“ DUPLICATE ” (which should also be filled in by indentox for information of the Central Publication Branch)!
Ho. 6 6 /2 /4 7 -B  Dated the Sad Augfust 1947

Reference to previous requisition:—No. F. 6  sr j t R, Date 1 ■ 7 ^
1. Description of work.

M U ................................
2. [a) Budget head of account to which cost is dehitable.*

(6) Classification of Charges (Army and P. & T.).
3. Total approximate number of copies required to be printed (including the reqnire*a«aiia

of the requisitioning department as well as the number to be sold or AintritMaid 4 * ' 
the C. P. B.). lOjOpO

A (o) Number of copies required lo be distributed free (including the
requisitioning department). -

(). Ho, ^  copies to be held in reserve by the OentFal PnblicatioB B tea^. ilKX 
copies to be sold by the Central Pnl̂ Madon Branch. XiAO O

stan d in g  d istribution  list w ith  th a  jfihntral PublioataaB B raneh shonM  be

(6) Whether new diati^^ion list is forthcobu.
6. Account No. i^otted by *h«» Cental Faf^catiQn i

Bigiiatinfe in

Derig^doa ^ ^ 7

Address
* For psying deporlaiionto only.
>Jcnpo—a3-u4Q (,siP)-JCFP—(M̂ses)—saJs-aowAi

(P  .3  .SubrtLnaxii aa > 
Aasiwtant Secrctaxy^ 

ic e r e ta r ia t  . 'f  tb « 6o9e:aaidP̂  
Qeeftxal ( b s i o x b s ) .
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10
s k :r>:tariat of tee governor general ( reforms)

Dale of despai b. 

a . List of eutlosures.

AJt

1“̂ .

DEPARWIENT, OFFTCF.

Letter
Draft Hemoraiidmn

TpUignua
No F .6 5 /2 /4 7 -R

To

File No. 
Serial No.

L>at̂

The Manager o f P u b lic a t io n s , 
C iv i l  L in es , D e lh i.

S ub .iect; -  P r in tin g  o f  co p ie s  
o f  the Indian Independence 
A c t .

S ir ,
I am d ire c te d  to say that i t  

has been d ecid ed  to p r in t cop ies  

o f  the above Act and that the
i
II Manager, Government of India 

I P ress , Hew Dei: i , has b-.ien asked, 

j in  c in tic ip a ti on o f  your con cu rren ce , 

■ to p r in t  10 ,000 co p ie s  o f  the Acti
I fo r  s a le  and to f i x  th e ir  s a le  

p r ic e  in  c o n s u lta t io n  w ith  you.^^

2 . The Manager, Government o f  

India  P re s s , New D e lh i, w i l l  

send you d ir e c t  the 10 ,000 co p ie *  

in tended f o r  s a le  as soon as th*3r

a r*
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are ready. I am to 
request that copies of the 

Act may be made available 

fo r  sale at the Provincial 

Book Depots as soon as 

p o ss ib le •
I have, e t c .

ty«4*

Asst. Secy.

F .6S /2 /47 -R

A copy is  forwarded 
to the Manager, Govemment 
o f  Indi Press, New D elhi, 
fo r

By ord er. 

Asst. Secy.

S-5 (Small)
MGIPC—S2—1700;e-jr»; î£FP— il- ; 657; - 1-4A—50,!>>0 P>1>
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Ko.CA/2/RF/i7
CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY OF INDIA

Council Houoa,
New DtlMi,the 8th October 1947.

My dear Subrl,
I shall be pblirhed i f  you could kjndly 

arrange to send us another 100 conies of the 

"Indian Independence Act, 1947(Indian Reprint)" 

at an early date as the copies previously 
SUP])iled by your o f f ic e  have been exhausted.

In case you are not able to spare so many 

rijOibples f o r  us, is  i t  possib le to get the copies 
from some other source?

P.S.Subraraanian, Esq,, 
Assistant Secretary, 
Ministrv o f Law (Reforms) 
NE;; DELHI.
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LlINiSThY Oi-' LAW

1. Dat« of despatch /y)?

2. List of eocloflures.

DEPARTMENT/OFFICE.

Lettn
Draft Memorandum 
I Telegram

No. F65/2/47H

File No  ̂
Serial No.

Daie£ f  .1 0 .4 7

P.U.<L

My dear Padnanabhan,
)*

lYLeese re fer  to your d .o . le t te r  

Ko.CA/2/RIV^47 o f  the 8 th October ̂ re
garding the Indian Independence Act. 

Our stock o f  copies has run very low  

and cannot meet your requirements. 

But we have arranged to have the Act 
placed on sale and I suggest that you 
should obtain the cooles you r uire 

from the Lanager o f  P ublicrtions.
Yours 3?nct;rely,

P" S■

K.V. Padmanabhan, Esq,
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(Small)
MGIPC—S2- ■1323(Gtnl) MFP—(6787/A/881)—7-9-i4—75,000 Pads.
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Indian Independence Act

(INDIAN REPRINT)

PuBtlSBKD BV [HE M.VS’AGER OF PuBLICAnONS, DELHI. luDlA.
I ’ bin teo  by th e  M an agbr . G o v b s n h e n t  of I ndia  P bisss. N e w  D e l h i. I.niha .

1947
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INDIAN INDEPENDENCE A C T
(10 & 11 Geo. 6. Ch. 30) 

AllRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS

Section
1. The new Dominions.
2. Territories of the new Dominions.
3. Bengal and Assam.
4. The Punjab.
5. The Governor-General of the new Dominions.
6. Legislation for the new Dominions.
7. Consequences of the setting up of the new Dominions.
6. TempqrfUy provision as to goven»meiit of each c ' the new 

Dombnons.
9. Orders for bringing this Act into force.

10. Secretary of State’s services, etc.
11. Indian armed forces.
12. British forces in India.

18. Naval foices.

14. Provisions as to the Secretary of State and the Auditor of Indian 
Hobm Aocom^.

16. Legal {noceedings by -and against the Secretory of State.
10. Aden.
17. Divorce jurisdietian.

18. Provisions as to existing laws, etc.
10. Interpretation, etc.

20. Pfaorl
S chedules

First Schedule—Bengal Districts provisionally included in the 
new Province of East Bengal.

Second Schedule— Districts provisionally included in the m-w 
Province of West Punjab.

Third Schedule—Modifications of Army Act and Air Force Aci ii> 
relation to British forces.
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CHAPTEK 30
An Act io Tiiuke provision for the setting up in India of two independent 

Dominions, to substitute other provisions for certain provisions of the 
Government of India Act, 193o, which apply outside those Dominions, 
and to provide for other matters consequential on or connected with
the setting up of those Dominions.

[18th I'uly J947.J
Be it enacted by the King's most Excellent Majesty, by and with the 

advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, 
in this present Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same, 
as follows: —

1. The new Dominions,—(1) As from the fifteenth day of August, 
nineteen hundred and forty-seven, two independent Bominions shall be 
set up in India, to be known respectively as India and Pakistan.

(2) The said Dominions are hereafter in this Act referred to as "the 
new Dominions , and the said fifteenth day of August is hereafter in 
this Act referred to as "the appointed day”

2. TeRiKniM the naw Domlnious.—(1) Subject to the provisions of 
sub-sectioJU (3) u d  (4) this section, the territories of India shall be 
the teiritcHieB under tlu sovereignty of His Majesty which, immediately 
b e fm  the appmnted day, were included in British India except the terri- 
tcuioa wUohi under sub-section (2) of this section, are to be the territories

Ithbiect to the provisiems of sub-sections (3) and (4) of this section, 
teifihortes of Pakistan shall '

(a) the territories which, on the appointed day, pie included in the
Provinces of East Bengal and West Punjab, as constituted 
under the two following sections;

(b) tile territories which, at the date of the passing of this Acl,
are included in the Province of Sind and the Chief Commis
sioner’s Province of British Baluchistan; and

(c) if, whether before or after the passing of this Act but before
the appointed day, the Governor-General declares that the 
majority of the valid votes cast in the referendum which, at 
the date of the passing of this Act, is being or has recently 
been held in that behalf under his authority in the North- 
West Frontier Province are in favour of representatives of 
that Province taking part in the Constituent Assembly of 
Pakistan, the territories which, at the date of the passing of 
this Act, are included in that Province.

(3) Nothing in this section shall prevent any area being at any tmie 
included in or excluded from either of the new Dominions, so, however, 
that—

(a) no area not forming part of the territories specified in sub
section (1) or, as the case may tie, sub-section (2), of this 
section shall be included in either Dominion without the 
consent of that Dominion; and

(b) no area which forms part of the territories specified in the said
sub-section (1) or, as the case may be, the said sub-sectioB
(2), or which has after the appointed day been included w 
either Dominion, shall be excluded from that Dominion 
without the consent of that Dominion.

W 7
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i c n .  iiu,] Indian Independence [10 A 11 Oko. 0.]
[4) Without prejudice to the generality of the provisions of sub-sectioi:

(3) of this section, nothing in this section shall be construed as preventing 
the accession of Indian States to either of the new Dominions.

3. Bengal and Assam.—(1) As from the apprwted day—•
(a) the Province of Bengal, as constituted under the Government of

India Act, 1935, shall cease to exist; and
(b) there shall be constituted in lieu thereof two new. Provinces, tc

be known respectively as East Bengal and West Bengal.
(2) If, whether before or after the p.assing of this .Act. but betore tl'̂  

appointed day. the Governor-General declares tliat the majority of the 
valid votes cast in the referendum which, at the duie of the passing of this 
Act, is being or has recently been held in that' behalf under his authorit,) 
in the District of Sylhet are in favour of that District forming part of f!'.: 
new Province of East Bengal, then, as from that day, a part of the Province 
of Assam shall, in accordance with the provisions of sub-section (3) of thij 
section, form part of the new Province of East Bengal.

(3) The boundaries of the new Provinces aforesaid and, in the event 
mentioned in sub-section (2) of this section, the boundaries after the 
appointed day of the Province of Assam, shall be such as may be deter
mined, whether before or after the appointed day, by the award oi a 
■teundary commission appointed or to be appointed by the Governor- 
General in that behalf, but until the boundaries are so determined—

(a) the Bengal Districts specified in the First Schedule to this Act, 
together with, in the event mentioned in sub-section (2) oi 
this section, the Assam District of Sylhet, shall be treatei 
as the territories which are to be comprised in the new Pro 
vince of East Bengal;

<b) the remainder of the territories comprised at the date of thr 
passing of this Act in the Province of Bengal shall be treated 
as the territories which are to be compris^ in the new Pro 
vince of West Bengal; and

(c) m -tdie event mentioned in (2) of this section, the
dWiicdi Provinee of

(4) In this section, the expression “ award”  means, in retaticm *101'f '  
boundary commission, the decision of the Chairman of that commission 
contained in his report to the Governor-General at the conclusion of the 
commission’s proceedings.

4. The Punjab.—{ ! )  As from the appointed day—
(a) the Province of the Punjab, as constituted under the Govern

ment of India Act, 1935, shall cease to exist; and
(b) there shall be constituted two new Provinces, to be known res

pectively as West Punjab and East Punjab.
(2) The boundaries of’ the said new Provinces shall be sucli as may be 

determined, whether before or after the appointed day by the award of 
a boundary commission appointed or to be appointed by the Governor 
General in that behalf, but until the boundaries are so determined__

(a) the Districts specified in the Second Schedule to this Act shall 
be treated as the territories to be comprised in the new Pro 
vince of West Punjab; and
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[](J (fe n  Gko 6.J hiiliiui hi(li-iiKH(lr»ct' jt 'H . iW).}.
(b) the remainder of the territories comprised at the date of the 

passing of this Act in the Province of the Punjab shall be 
treated as the territories which are to be comprised in the lu w 
Province of Bast Punjab.

(3) In this section, the L-xpressiou “ award means, in relation to a 
boundary coimnission, the decision of the Chairman of that conimissioji 
contained in his report to tlie (lOvernor-Oeiieral at the conclii.sion o f  the 
commission's proceedings.

5. The Gktveinoi-Oeiieral of the new Dominions.—For each of the new
Dornin-'oris, there shall be a Governor-General who shall be appointed by 
His Majesty and shall represent His Majesty for the purposes of the 
government of the Dominion-

Provided that, unless and until provision to the contrary is made by 
a law’ of the Legislature of either of the new Dominions, the same person 
may be Governor-General of both the new Dominions.

6. Legislation foi the new Dominions__ (1) The Legislature of each of
th(; new Dominions shall have full power to make laws for that Dominion, 
irchiding laws having extra-territorial operation.

(’2) No law and no, provision of any law made by the Legislature of 
either of the new DominionB shall be void or inoperative on the ground that 
it is repugnant to the law of England, or to the provisions of this or any 
existing or future Act of Parliament of the United Kingdom, or to j ny 
erder, rule or r^ulation made under any such Act, and the powers 
of tfjijiKfature of each Dominion include the pow’cr to repeal or 
ail!|(|̂ K|̂ .aDy aimh Act, order, rule or regulation in so far as it is part of 

e^ tile Dominion.
llie  Go.vemor-General of each of tl.̂ e new- Dominions shall have- 

full ^w er to aseent in His Majesty’s name to any law of the Legisla- 
hii% of that Dominion and so much of any Act as relates to the dis- 
attowanee of laws by His Majesty or the reservation of laws for the signi
fication ot ’His Majesty’s pleasure thereon or the suspension of the opera
tion of laws until the signification of His Majesty’s pleasure thereon shalf 
ot ai^tly to laws of the Legislature of either of the new Dominions.

(4) No Act of Parliament of the United Kingdom passed on or 
after the appointed day shall extend, or be deemed to extend, to either 
of the new Dominions as part of the law of that Dominion unless it is 
extended thereto by a law of the Legislature of the Dominion.

(5) No Order in Council made on or after the appointed day under 
miy Act passed before the appointed day, and no order, rule or other 
instrument made on or after the appointed day under any such Act 
by any United Kingdom Minister or other authority, shall extend, or 
be deemed t-i extend, to either of the new Dominions as part of the law 
of that Dominion.

(6) The pow’er referred to in sub-section (1) of this section extends 
to the making of laws limiting for the future the powers of the Legisla^ 
ture of the Dominion.

7. Consequences of the setting up of the new Dominions.— (1) As from the 
appointed day—

(a) His Majesty’s Government in the United Kingdom have , uo 
responsibility as respects the government of any of the territo
ries which, immediately before that day, were incluilcd i& 
British India:
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[C H . o<.).] Imlian hiilependencc [10 & 11 (Ieo. G.]
[b) the suzerainty of His Majesty over the Indian States lapses, and

with it, all treaties and agreements in force at the date ol 
the passing of this Act between His Majesty and the rulers 
of Indian States, all functions exeroisable by His Majesty at 
that date with respect to Indian States, all obligations of His 
Majesty existing at that date towards Indian States or the 
rulei-s thereof, and all powers, rights, authority or jurisdiction 
exercisable by His Majesty at that date in or in relation 
tc Indian States by treaty, grant, usage, sufferance or other
wise; and

(c) there lapse also any treaties or agreements in force at the date
of the passing of this Act between His Majesty and any 
persons having authority in the tribal ueas, any obligations 
of His Majesty existing at that date to any such persons or 
with respect to the tribal areas, and liQ 
authority or jurisdiction exercisable at that date by His 
Majesty in or in relation to the tribal areas I9  tiaafy, pant, 
usage, sufferance or otherwise:

Provided that, notwithstanding anything in paragraph (b) 
graph (c) of tliis sub-section, effect shall, as nearly as may be continued 
to be given to the provisions of any such agreement as is therein referred 
to which relate to customs, transit and communications, posts and tele
graphs, or other like matters, until the provisions in question are 
denounced by the ruler of the Indian State or person having authority 
in the tribal areas on the one hand, or by the Dominion or Province or 
other part thereof concerned on the other hand, or are superseded by subse
quent agreements.

(2) The assent of the Parliament of the United Khigdom is hereby 
ipven to the omission from the Royal Style and Titles of the words “ Indiae 
Imperator”  and the words “ Emperor of India”  and to the issue by llis 
Majesty for that purpose of Hi.s Royal Proclamation under the Great Seal 
■>{ the Realnn

8. Temporary provision as to government of each of thp new 
Dominions.—(1) In the case of each of the new Dominions, the powers of 
die Legislature of the Dominion shall, for the purpose of making provi
sion as to the constitution of the Dominion, be exercisable in the first 
instance by the Constituent Assembly of that Dominion, and rMereneea in 
this Act to the Le^slature of the Dominion shall be construed accordingly.

(2) Except in so far as other provision is made by or in accordance with 
a law made by the Constituent Assembly of the Dominion under sub-section
[1) of this section, each of the new Dominions and all Provinces and other 
parts thereof shall be governed as nearly as may be in accordance with the 
Government of India Act, 1935; and the provisions of that Act, and of the 
Orders in Council, ru’ es and other instruments made thereunder, shall. 
30 far as iipj)licable. and subject to any express provisions of this Act, and 
Hith such ornission.s, additions, adaptations and modifications as may be 
specified in orders of the Governor-General under the next succeeding 
section, have effect accordingly:

Provided that—
(a) the said provisions shall apply separately in relation to each of 

the new Dominions and nothing in this sub-section shall Iv- 
construed as continuing on or after the appointed day any 
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{10 & 11 Geo. 6.] Indian Indcyendtnci; [Cfl.
Central Government or Legislature common to both the new 
Dominions;

(b) nothing in this sub-section shall be construed as continuing in 
force on or after the appointed day any form of control by 
His Majesty’s Government in Ihe United Kingdom over the 
afiairs of the new Dominions or of any Province or other 
part thereof;

{c) BO much of the said provisions as requires the Governor-General 
or any Governor to act in his discretion or exercise his indivi
dual judgment as respects any matter shall cease to havf 
effect as from the appointed day;

(d) as from the appointed day, no Provincial Bill shall be reserveo
under the Government of India Act, 1935, for the significa
tion of His Majesty’s pleasure, and no Provincial Act shah 
be disallowed by His Majesty thereunder; and

(e) the powers of the federal Legislature or Indian Legislature
under that Act, as in force in relation to each Dominion, 
shall, in the first instance, be exercisable by the Constituent 
Assembly of the Dominion, in addition to the powers exer
cisable by that Assembly under sub-section (1) of this section.

(3) Any provision of the Government of India Act, 1935, which, as 
applied to either of the new Dominions by sub-section (2j of this section 
and the otdm therein referred to, operates to limit the power of the legisla
ture of tiiat®timinion shall, unless and until other provision is made by or 
in apdhti&a^ vifh a law made by the Constituent Assembly of the 
Daediiaail jn accordance with the provisions of sub-section (1) of this 
BeoA&Hi, have tiw like effect as a law of the Legislature of the Dominion 
limiting few the future the powers of that Legislature.

9. Orders for teinghig this Act into force.— (1) The Governor-Genera: 
shall by order make such provision as appears to him to be necessary or 
expedient—

(a) for bringing the provisions of this Act into effective operation,
(b) for dividing between the new Dominions, and between the

new Provinces, to be constituted under this -Act, the 
powers, rights, property, duties and liabilities of the 
Governor-General in Council or, as the case may be, of the 
relevant Provinces which, under this Act, are to cease ic 
exist;

for making omissions from, additions to, and adaptations and 
modifications of, the Government of India Act, 1935, and 
the Orders in Council, rules and other instruments made 
thereunder, in their appIicatioiT to the separate new 
Dominions;

^d) for removing difficulties arising in connection with the transi
tion to the provisions of this Act;

{e) for authorizing the carrying on of the business of the Governor- 
General in Council between the passing of this Act and tbt 
appointed day otherwise than in accordance with the pro
visions in that behalf of the Ninth Schedule to the Govern
ment of India Act, 1935;

5
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[CH. 30.>] Indian Independence [10 ,v 11 G eo . 0.]
(f) for enabling agreements to be entered into, and oiher acts

done, on behalf of either of the new Dominions before the 
appointed day;

(g) for authorising the continued carrying on for the time being
on behalf of the new Dominions, or on behalf of any two or 
more of the said new Provinces, of services and activities 
previously carried on on behalf of Briti^ India as a whole or 
on behali of the former Provinces which those new Pro
vinces represent;

(h) for regulating the monetary system and any matters pertain
ing to the Reserve Bank of India; and

(i) so far as it appears necessary or expedient in connection with
any of the matters aforesaic.1, for varying the constitution, 
powers or jurisdiction of amy legislature, court or other 
authority in the new Dominions and creating new legisla
tures, courts or other authorities therein.

(2) The powers conferred by this section on the Governor-General 
shall, ill relation to their respective Provinces, be exercisable also by the 
Governors of the Provinces which, under this Aci, are to cease to exist; 
and those powers shall, for the purposes of the Government of India Act, 
1935, be deemed to be matters as respects which the Governors are, 
under that Act, to exercise their individual judgment

(3) This section shall be deemed to have had effect as from the thiri
day of June, nineteen hundred and forty-seven and any order of the
Governor-General or any Governor made on or after that date as to any
matter shall have effect accordingly, and any cider made under this sec
tion may be made so as to be retrospective to any date not earlier than 
the said third day of June:

Provided that no person shall be deemed to be guilty of an offence by 
reason of so much of any such order as makes any provision thereof retros
pective to any date before the making thereof.

> (4) Any ordexs made under this-section, whether before or after the 
appointed day, shall harve effect—

(a) up to the appointed day, in Bittish India;
(b) on and after the appointed day, in the new Dominion {*•

Dominions concerned; and
(c) outside British India, or as the case may be, outside the new

Dominion or Dominions concerned, to such extent, wh.ether 
before, on or after the appointed day, as a law of the 
Legislature of the Dominion or Dominions concerned would 
have on or after the appointed day,

but shall, in the case of each of the Dominions, be subject to the same- 
powers of repeal and amendment as laws of the Legislature of that 
Dominion.

(5) No order shall be marde under this section, by the Governor of any 
Province, after the appointed day, or, by the Governor-General, after the 
thirty-first day of March, nineteen hundred and forty-eight, or such 
earlier date as may be determined, in the case of either Dominion, by 
anv law of the Legislature of that Dominion.
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(6) If it appears that a part of the Province of Assam is, on the 

appointed day, to become part of the new Province of East Bengal, the 
preceding provisions of this section shall have effect as if, under this Act, 
tb.* Province of Assam was to cease to exist on the appointed day and be 
reconstituted on that day as a new Province.

10. .Secretary of State’s services, etc— (1) The provisions of this Act 
keeping in force provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935, shall 
not continue in force the prcTvisions of that Act relating to appointments
to the civil services of, and civil posts under, the Crown in India by the 
Secretary of State, or the provisions of that Act relating to the reserva
tion of posts.

(2) Every person who—
(a) having been appointed by the Secretary of State, or Secre

tary of State in Council, to a civil service of the Crown in 
India continues on and after the appointed day to serve 
under the Government of either of the new Dominions or of 
any Province or part thereof; or

î b) having been appointed by His Majesty before the appointed 
day to be a Judge of the Federal Court or of any Court 
which is a High Court within the meaning of the Govern
ment of India Act, 1985, continues on and after the appoint
ed day to serve as a judge in either of the new Domiii. nis, 

shall be entitled to receive from the Governments of the Dominions and 
Piovuieea or parts which he is from time to time serving or, as the case 
|Day he, which are saved by the courts in which he is from time to time 

aaxne coiditionB of service as respects remuneration, leave 
aod pension, and the same rights as respects disciplinary matters or, as 
the case may be, as respects the tenure of his office, or rights ss simila 
thereto as changed cireumstances may permit, as that person was entitled 
to immediately before the appointed day.

(8) Nothing in this Act shall be construed as enabling the rights and 
liabiUties of any person with respect to the family pension funds vested 
in* Commissioners under section two hundred and seventy-three of the 
Government of India Act, 1935, to be governed otherwise than by Orders 
in Council made (whether before or after the passing of this Act or the 
appointed day) by His Majesty in Council and rules made (whether be
fore or after the passing of this Act or the appointed day) by a Secretary 
of State or such other Minister of the Crown as may be designated in th a  
behalf by Order in Council under the Ministers of the Crown (Transfer 
of Functions) Act, 1946.

11. Indian armed forces.— (1) The orders to be made by the Governor. 
General under the preceding provisions of this Act shall make provision 
for the division of the Indian armed forces of His Majesty between the 
new Dominions, and for the command and eovemanee of those ftirees. 
until the division is completed.

(2) As from the appointed day, while any member of His Majestv's 
forces, other than His Majesty’s Indian forces, is attached to or serving 
with any of His Majesty’s Indian forces—

(a) he shall, subject to any provision to tlie contrary made hv a 
law of the Legislature of the Dominion or Dominions con
cerned or by any order of the Governor-General under the 
preceding provisions of this Act. have, in relation to the 
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[CH. 30.1 Indian Independence [10 & 11 Gko. 6.]
Indian forces in question, the powers of eommand nml 
punishment appropriate to his rank and functions: but

(bj nothing in any enactment in force at the date of the passing 
of this Act shall render him subject in any way to the law 
governing the Indian forces in question.

12. British lorces In India.— (1) Nothing in this Act affects the juris
diction or authority of His Majesty’s Government in the United Kingdom, 
•or of the .Admiralty, the Army Council, or the Air Council or of any other 
United Kingdom authority, in relation to any of His Majesty’s forces 
which may, on or after the appointed day, be in either of the new Domi
nions or elsewhere in the territories which, before the appointed day, 
were included in India, not being Indian forces.

(2) In its application in relation to His Majesfy’a ipilitary forces, 
other than Indian forces, the Army .Act shall have e ffM ^ ^  or after the
appointed day—

(a) as if His Majesty.’s Indian forces were not inehided In
expressions “ the forces’ ’, “ His Majesty's forces”  and 
regular forces” ; and

(b) subject to the further modifications specified in Parts I and II
of the Third Schedule to this Act.

(3) Subject to the provisions of sub-section (2) of this section, and to 
any provisions of any law of the Legislature of the Dominion concerned, 
all civil authorities in the new Dominions, and, subject as aforesaid and 
subject also to the provisions of the last preceding section, all service 
authorities in the new Dominions, shall, in those Dominions and in the 

■other territories which were included in India before the appointed day, 
perform in relation to His Majesty’s military forces, not being Indian 
forces, the same functions as were, before the appointed day, performed 
by them, or by the authorities corresponding to them, whether by virtue 
of the Army .Act or otherwise, and the matters for which provision is to 
■be made by orders of the Governor-General under the preceding provi
sions of this Act shall include the facilitating of the withdrawal ftnm the 
new Dominums and other territories aforesaid of His Majesty’s military 
forces, not being Indian forces.

(4) The provisions of sub-saotions (2) and (3) of this section shall apply 
in relation to the air fwces of His Majesty, not being Indian air forces,
as they apply in relation to His Majesty’s military forces, subject, how- 
ever, to the necessary adaptations, and, in particular, as if—

(a) for the references to the Army -Act there were substituted
references to the Air Force Act; and

(b) for the reference to Part II of the Third Schedule to this Act
there were substituted a reference to Part III of that Sche
dule.

13. Naval Forces.— (1) In the application of the Naval Discipline .Act 
to His Majesty’s Naval Forces, other than Indian Naval Forces,
references to His Majesty’s navy and His Majesty's ships shall not, as 
from the appointed day, include references to His Majesty’s Indian navy 
or the ships thereof.

(2) In the application of the Naval Discipline Act by virtue of any law 
made in India before the appointed day to Indian naval forces, references
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to His Majesty’s navy and His Majesty’s .'.hips shall, as from the appoint
ed day, be deemed to be, and to be only, references to Hi.s .MajestVs 
Indian navy and the ships thereof.

(3) In section ninety B of the Naval Discipline Act (which, in certain 
eases, subjects officers and men of the Royal Navy and Royal Marines 
to the law and customs of the ships and naval forces of other parts of 
His Majesty’s dominions) the words "or of India" shall be repealed as 
frorii the appointed day, wherever those words occur.

14. Fiovisions as to the Secretary ol State and the Auditor of Indian 
Some Accounts.—(1) A Secretary of State, or such other Minister of the 
Crown as may be designated in that behalf by Order in Council under the 
Ministers of the Crown (Transfer of Functions) Act, 1940, is hereby 
authorised to continue for the time being the performance, on behalf of 
whatever government or governments may be concerned, of functions as 
to the making of payments and other matters similar to the functions 
which, up to the appointed day, the Secretary of State was performing on 
I ehalf of governnients constituted or continued under the (lovemment of 
Indin ^ct, tPH.**

(2) Tue functions referred to in sub-section (1) of this section include 
functions as respects the manageTnent of, and the making of payments 
in respect of, government debt, and any enactments relating to such debt 
shall have effect accordingly:

Provided that nothing in this sub-section shall be construed as conti- 
nuinig in force ao much of any enactment as empowers the Secretary of 
State to cOBliaet sterling loans on behalf of any such Govennnent as 

er is applying to the Government of either of the new Doml- 
i i i i i ’tte imAibitioD imposed on the Governor-General in Council by 
eeetvm thriM hundred and fifteen of the Government of India Act, 1935, 
as respects the contracting of sterling loans.

{3) As from the appointed day, there shall not be any such advisers 
of the Secretary of State as are provided for by section two hundred and 
seventy-eight of the Government of India ,\ct, 1935. and that section, 
and any provisions of that Act which require the Secretary of State to 
obtain the concurrence of his advisers, me hereby repealed as from that 
day.

(4) The Auditor of Indian Home Accoimls is liereby authorised to 
continue for the time being to exercise his functions as respects the 
accounts of the Secretary of State or any such other Minister of the 
Crown as is mentioned in sub-section (1) of this section, both in respect 
of activities before, and in respect of activities after, the appointed day, 
in the same manner, as nearly as may be as he would have done if this 
Act bad not passed.

15. Legal proceedings by and against the Secretary of State.— (1) Not
withstanding anything in this Act, and in particular, notwithstanding 
any of the provisions of the last preceding section, any provision of any 
enactment which, but for the passing of this Act, would authorise legal 
proceedings to be taken, in India or elsew'here by or against the Secretary 
o f State in respect of any right or liability of India or any part of India 
shall cease to have effect on the appointed day, and any legal proceedings 
pending by virtue of any such provision on the appointed day shall, by 
virtue of this Act, abate on the appointed day, so far as the Secretary of 
State is concerned.
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(2) Subject to the provisions of this sub-section, any legal proceed

ings which, but for the passing of this act, could have been brought by 
or against the Secretary of State in respect of any right or liabilitv of 
India, or any part of India, shall instead be brought—

(a) in the case of proceedings in the United Kingdom, by or ug.iinst
the High Commissioner;

(b) in the case of other proceedings, by or against such pei^jii as
may be designated by order of the Governor-Gciier:;’- 
under the preceding provisions. of this Act or otherwise by 
the law of the new' Dominion concerned,

and any legal proceedings by or against the Secretary of State in respect 
of any such right or liability as aforesaid which are pending immediately 
before the appointed day shall be continued by or against the High Com
missioner or, as the case may be, the pers^i designated as aforesaid:

Provided that, at any time after the appointed day, the right coiC -ired 
by this sub-section to bring or continue proceedings may, whether the 
proceedings are by, or are against, the High Commissioner or person desig
nated as aforesaid, he withdrawn by a law of the Legislature of either of 
the new Dominions so far as that Dominion is concerned, and any such 
law may operate us respects proceedings pending at the date of the pass
ing of the law.

(3) In this section, the e.xpression “ the High Commissioner’ means, in 
relation to each of the new Dominions, any such officer as may for the 
time being be authorised to perform in the United Kingdom, in relation 
to that Dominion, functions similar to those performed before the appoint
ed day, in relation to the Governor-General in Council, by the High ( om- 
missioner referred to in section three hundred and two of the Government 
of India Act. 1935; and any legal proceedings which, immediately before 
the appointed day, are the subject of an appeal to His Majesty in Council, 
or of a petition for special ieave to appeal to His Majesty in Council, 
shall be treated for the purposes of this section as legal proceedings pend
ing in the United Kingdom.

16. Aden.— (1) Sub-sections (2) to (4) of section tw'o hundred and 
eighty-eight of the Government of India Act, 1935 (which confer on His 
Miajesty power to make by Order in Council provision for the government 
of Aden) shall erase to have effect and the British Settiements Acts, 
1887 and 1945, (which au^^ise His Majesty to make laws tmd 
lish institutions for British Settlements as defined in those Aots)̂  
apply in relation to Aden as if it were a British Settlement as so

(2) Notwithstanding the repeal of the said sub-sections (2) to (4). the 
Orders in Council in force thevenndpr nt fhe date of the passing of this 
Act shall continue in force, but the said Orders in Council, any other 
Orders in Council made under the Government of India Act, 1935, in so 
far as they apply to Aden,'and any enactments applied to Aden or amend
ed in relation to Aden by any such Orders in Council as aforesaid, may 
be repealed, revoked or amended under the powers of the British Settle
ments Acts, 1887 and 1945.

(3) Unless and until provision to the contrary is made as respects Aden 
under the powers of the British Settlements Acts, 1887 and 1945. or, as 
respects the new' Dom.inion in question, by a law of the Legislature 
of that Dominion, the provisions of the said Orders in Council 
and enactments relating to appeals from any courts in Aden to
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aujr courts which will, after the appointed day, be in either of the new 
Dominions, shall continue in force in their application both to Aden 
and to the Dominion in question, and the last mentioned courts shall 
exercise their jurisdiction accordingly.

17. Divorce jurisdiction.— (1) No court in either of the new Dominions 
shall, by virtue of the Indian and Colonial Divorce Jurisdiction 
Acts, 1926 and 1940, have jurisdiction in or in relation to
any proceedings for a decree for the dissolution of a marriage, 
unless those proceedings were instituted before the appointed day, but, 
sa\e as aforesaid and subject to any provision to the contrarv which muv 
hereafter be made by any Act of the Parliament of the United Kingdoin 
or by any law of the Legislature of the new Dominion concerned, all 
courts in the new Dominions shall have the same jurisdiction under the 
said Acts as thej' would have had if this Act had not been passed.

(2, .\ny rules made on or after the appointed day under sub-section 
(1; #1 section one of the Indian and Colonral Divorce Jurisdiction Act, 
102G, for a court in either of the new Dominions shall, instead of being 
.’ iiride by the Secretary of State with the concurrence of the Lord Chancel
lor, be made by such authority as may be determined by the law of the 
J>ominion concerned, and so much of the said sub-section and of any rules 
in force thereunder immediately before the appointed day as require the 
jipi/roval of the Lord Chancellor to the nomination for any purpose of unv 

ulL-es of any such court shall cease to have effect.
(3; The reference in sub-section (1) of thi.s section to proceedings for 

!i decree for the dissolution of a marriage include references to proceedings 
for such a decree of presumption of death and dissolution of a marriage 
as is authorised by section > ght of the Matrimonial Causes Act, 1937.

:4j Nothing in this section affects any court outside the new Donqinions, 
and the power conferred by section two of the Indian and Colonial Divorce 
Jurisdiction Act, 1926, to apply certain provisions of that Act to other 
nirts of His Majesty’s dominions as they apply to India shall be deemed 
: ' be power to apply those provisions as they would have applied to India 
if this Act had not passed.

U . ]?rairisloiifl as to existing laws, etc— (l) In so far as any Act of
Parliament, Order in Council, order, rule, regulation or other instrument 
passed or made before the appointed day operates otherwise than as part 
of the law of British India or the new Dominions, references therein to 
India or British India, however worded and whether by name or not, shell, 
in sî  far as the context permits and except so far as Parliament may 
hereafter otherwise provide, be construed as, or as including, references 
to the new Dominions, taken together, or taken separately, according as 
the circumstances and subject matter may require:

Provided that nothing in this sub-section shall be construed as conti
nuing in operation any provision in so far as the continuance thereof as 
adapted by this sub-section is inconsistent with any of the provisions of 
this Aet other than this section.

(2) Subject to the provisions of sub-section (1) of this section and to 
any other express provision of this Act, the Orders in Council made under 
sub-section (5) of section three hundred and eleven of the Govemirnent of 
India Act, 1935, for adapting and modifying Acts of Parliament shall, 
except BO far as Parliament may hereafter otherwise provide, continue iu 
force in relation to all Acts in so far as they operate otherwise than as part 
of the law of British India or the new Dominions.
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(3) Save as otherwise expressly provided in this Act, the law of British 

Inaia and of the several parts thereof existing immediately before the 
appointed daj shall, so far as applicable and with the necessary adapta
tions, continue as the law of each of the new Dominions and the several 
parts thereof until other provision is made by laws of the Legislature of 
the Dominion in question or by any other Legislature or other authority 
having power in that behalf.

(4) It is hereby declared that the Instruments of Instructions issued. 
before the passing of this Act by His Majesty to the Gk»vemor-General 
and the Governors of Provinces lapse as from the appointed day, and 
nothing in this Act shall be construed as continuing in force any provision 
of the Government of India Act, 1935, relating to such Instruments o f 
Instructions.

(5) As from the appointed day, so much of any enaiî ntaitt aa. lequires-
the approval of His Majesty in Council to any rules of (Bot^ ■’loh
apply to any court in either of the new Dominions.

19. Interpretation, etc.— (1) Beferences in this Act to the Goveiani^
General .shall, in relation to any order to be made or other act done on 
after the appointed day, be construed—

(a) where the order or other act concerns one only of the new
Dominions, as references to the Governor-General of that
Dominion;

(b) where the order or other act concerns both of the new Dominioi.s
and the same person is the Governor-General of both those
Dominions, as references to that person; and

(c) in any other ease, as references to the Governors-General of the
new Dominions, acting jointly.

(2) Beferences in this Act to the Governor-General shall, in relation to 
any order to be made -or other act done before the appointed day, be cons
trued as references to the Oovernru'-Genersl of India within the .meaning: 
of the Government of India Act, 1935, and so much of that or any other 
Act as requires references to the Govemar-Generail to be oonsteued as 
references to the Gkirwnor-Oeneral in Council shall not apply to re^enees. 
to the Governor-General in this Act.

(3) Beferences in this Act to the Constituent Assembly of a Dorainioiv-
shall be construed as references—i

(a) in relation to India, to the Constituent Assembly, the first sitting 
whereof was held on the ninth day of December, nineteen hundred and 
forty-six, modified—

(i) by the exclusion of the members representing Bengal, the Punjab,
Sind and British Baluchistan; and

(ii) should it appear that the North-West Frontier Province nill
form part of Pakistan, by the exclusion of the members 
representing that Province; and

(iii) by the inclusion of members representing West Bengal and East
Punjab; and

(iv) should it appear that, on the appointed day, a part of the
Province of Assam is to form part of the new Province of 
East Bengal, by the exclusion of the members theretofore 
representing the Province of Assam, and the inclusion of 
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members
Province;

(b) in relation to Pakistan, to the Assembly set up or about to be set 
at the date of the passing of this Act under the authority of the 

Governor-General as the Constituent Assembly for Pakistan;
Provided that nothing in this sub-section shall be construed as aSectiiig 

the extent to which representatives of the Indian States take part in either 
of the said Assemblies, or as preventing the filling of casual vacancies in. 
the said Assemblies, or as preventing the participation in either of the- 
said Assemblies in accordance with such arrangements as may be made 
in that behalf, of representatives of the tribal areas on the borders ot the 
Dominion for which that Assembly sits, and the powers of the said Assemb
lies shill extend, and be deemed always to have extended, to the making- 
of provision for the matters specified in this proviso.

(4) in this .\ct, except so far as the context otherwise requires—
Ileferences to the Government of India Act, 1935, include references 

to any enactments amending or supplementing that Act, and, 
in particular, references to the India (Central Government 
and Legislature) Act, 1946;

“ India", where the reference is to a state of affairs existing before- 
the appointed day or which would have existed but for the 
poasiDg of this Act, has the meaning assigned to it by section 
three hundred and eleven of the Government of India .\ct, 
1985;

"Indmh fmees" includes all His Majesty’s Indian forces existing 
before the appointed day and also any forces of either of the 
new Dominions;

"Pension" means, in relation to any person, a pension, whetber- 
contributory or not, of any kind whatsoever payable to or in 
respect of that person, and includes retired pay so payable, 
s gratuity so payable and any sum or sums so payable by way 
of the return, with or without interest thereon or other addi
tions thereto, of subscriptions to a provident fund;

“ Province" means a Governor’s Province;
‘ ‘ remuneration”  includes leave pay, allowances and the cost of any 

privileges or facilities provided in kind.
(5) Any power conferred by this Act to make any order includes power 

to revoke or vary any order previously made in the exercise of that power.
30. Shwt title.—This Act may be cited as the Indian Independence Act, 

1947.

SCHEDULES
FIRST SCHEDULE 

Section 3
B e n o .'i l  D i s t r i c t s  p r o v i s i o n a l l y  i n c l u d e d  in  t h e  N e w  P r o v i n c e  o f

E a s t  B e n g a l .

In the Chittagong Division, the distr'.cts of Chittagong, Noakhali and 
Tippers.

In the Dacca Division, the districts of Bakarganj, Dacca, Faridpm 
and Mymensingh.
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In the Presidency Division, the districts of Jessore, Murshidabad and 

Nadia.
In the Eajshahi Division, the districts of bogra, Dinajpiir, Malda, 

Pabna, Bajshahi and Eangpnr.

SECOND SCHEDULE
Section 4

D i s t r i c t s  p k o v i s i o n .v l l y  i n c l u d e d  in  t h e  N e w  PnoviNCE of W est P u n j a b .

In the Lahore Division, the districts of Uujranwala, Gurdaspur, 
I..ahore, Sheikhupura and Sialkot.

I d  the Eawalpiudi Division, the districto at Gujrat, JheluDi,
Mianwali, Eawalpindi and Shahpur.

In the Multan Division, the districts of Derai Jhang,
Lyallpur, Montgomery, Multan and Muzaffargarh. • * ---

THIRD. SCHEDULE
Section 12

M o d i f i c a t i o n s  o f  A u m v  A c t  a n d  A i b  F o r c e  A c t  in  r e l a t i o n  t o  B r i t i s h

F o r c e s .

P a r t  1 .

Modifications of Army Act applicable also to Air Force Act.
1. The proviso to section forty-one (which limits the jurisdictio.. of 

courts martial) shall not apply to offences committed in either of the 
new Dominions or in any of the other territories which were included in 
India before the appoint^ day.

2. In section forty-three (which relates to complaints), the words 
‘̂with the approval of the Governor-General of India in Council" shall be 

npaitted.
3. In sub-eeotiong (8) uid (9) o| soetikw fiffy-fpur (which, amyngit other

things, require peKtain )»e coftfinned by ^  Goyeronrrfiraaai
in Council) the words or", the words "by the Govenuw Oen^ndh
or, as the case may be”  and the words "In  India, by the Governor-Gene
ral, or, if he has been tried" shall be omitted.

4. In sub-section (3) of section seventy-three (which provides for the 
nominatioD of officers with power to dispense with courts martial for 
desertion and fraudulent enlistment) the words "with the approval of the 
Governor-General”  shall be omitted.

5. The powers conferred by sub-section (5) of section one hundred and 
thirty (which provides for the removal of insane persons) shall not be 
exercised except with the consent of the officer commanding the forces in 
the new Dominions,

6. I d sub-section (2) of section one hundred and thirty-two (which re
lates to rules regulating service prisons and detention barracks) the words 
"and in India for the Governor-General" and the words "the Governor 
General" shall be omitted except as respects rules made before the 
appointed day.
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11..rl’ »J-" ••'i-fil ;|| oil (1; of section urie hundred ana
iiHjue.'.ts aii;i I i,i )ir;](t 1,, aij j;ases in. accorclaiice vntli tbe 

proviMuiis .1! i.-ii :,] that section.
a. in seen..n one li.nulrccl and itiii : y-si.\ (which relatei, tu deductiois 

ipoin na> , ri. siiii-sertion i l. Hie .. nids “ India or”  and the words “ being 
in the case Ot India a iau ,.f the Indian legislature” , and the whole of sub
section (2), shall he onatted.

9. In [)ai iyiaj)h ot section one hundred ,and thirtj-seTm fwliich
zelates to peiiiil stojipuces from the oniinary pay of officers), the wnsds 

or in the case o' otlicf.s serving in [ndia the Governor-General”  the 
words India o r  and the wonls ' for India or, as the case mav be”
shall be omitted.

lU. In paragrajjli (12j of section one hundred and seventy-five and 
paragraph il l )  of section one liundred ; nd seventy-six (which apply the 
Act to certain mcnibeis of His Majesty’s Indian Forces and tO" certain 
•other iiersons) the word - India”  shall ba omitted wherever it ooeurs.

11. Ill snb-.section (1) of section one hundred and efght.y (which pro- 
viucs lor t (• pnnisliinent of niisconduet by civilians in relation to courts 
martial; the words India or shall be omitted wherever they occur.

1-. In the provisions of section one hundred and eighty-three relating 
t<) the reduction in rank of non-coniinissioaea officers, the words “ with the 
ajpi'oval of the Governor-Oeneral” sliall be omitted in both places where 
the. occur.

Part II.
Modifieaiv'ns of Arm y Act.

Section 18415 (wtncli regulates relations with the Indian Air ^eceej 
shall be omitted. '

P.AKT III.
Modijii iitiqns of Air Force Act.

r/ 1. In geo^OD 17QD (which relates to the attachment of officers and 
^ m e n  to Indian and Burma Air Forces), the words “ by the Air Council 
and the Gov«nor-Geuera] of India, or, as the case may be", and the  ̂
words “ India or” , wherever those words occur, shall be omitted.

fi. In section 184B (which regulates relations with Indian and Benoit 
4 ir .%iroaB) the words “ India or”  and the words “ by the Air Council and 
w e  61diremor-General of India or, as the case inav be” , shall be omitted.r'

3. Sub-paragraph (e) of paragraph (4) of section one hundred and ninety , 
(which provides that officers of His Majesty’s Indian Air Force are to be' 
officers within the oieaniitg of the Act) shall be omitted.
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